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WHAT  IS  THF  BUSINESS  OF  RAILWAY  TICKET  SCALPING'? 


o 


It  is  a  device  for  violating  the  Inter-Stato  Commerce  Law 

oond\,clors'' "'""''''' ''°'' ""'"'"'■''•=''  '""'■"•^'^  '''^^'^  >'"l'^'  ''""J^  of  dishonest 

It  offers  an  iiiducenu'iit  for  persons  eharc-cHl  with  iha  i-,o,.-ik,        ^      m 
tickets  to  sell  them  unlawfully  for  their  own  ad^^u!^^^^^  '''"^""^^^  ^^  '''"^^^^'^^^^ 

It  furnishes  a  fence  for  lost,  stolen,  and  forged  railway  trans]>ortation 
It  otiers  a  premium  for  foriiery,  the  paKsen<>-er  who  «i<rTi«  n  r..,,....  r.   f  1  • 
on  a  railway  ticket  boufrht  of  a  scalper  LingJu'ltv  f^fo^; -rv  ever  v  timVi:!.  ?'" 
It ;  and  tlus  ,s  done  ma,>.v  times  every  day  in  ahnost  everv  ,itv  if,  the  land         "" 

l,t;;if "/  ^^  many  of  the  most  repntable  business  men  parties' to  the  erossest  vio 
lations  ol  state  and  national  criminal  laws.  '  <-»  lo  me  grossest  mo- 

,.„i'tr'''"''''"'.''*r"""'?*^'slaiiii!!  frauds  upon  unsuspectinir  traveler^  who  «,n. 
pose  they  are  deahnj;  with  the  authorized  a-ents  of  the  railn.adt  '  ^ 

syh':„'.y^  i'im^'i':.f,fdt,di:r;;;'. "'"  '"•"""""'  ''■^-  ■"" '" "-  *=--'  ^""-  °f  ^'-.n. 

It  leads  directly  to  violations  of  the  Inter-State  Commerce  I  aw 

Tt  IS  prohibited  and  prevented  by  law  in  Canada,  in  l-ngland,  and  in  Kurope. 

oft^^i!;;r!^fc^i:':?:?^.:;?;^{-S::'&'^;,^ 

Ci.ll"^^,'"''-'^  ",  \"-' '"  "i*"  ""^""  "f  «  ''1'*^<^'''I  «Sfnt  of  the  i)ostollice  depirini,.nf  i„ 
Cliicago  to  steal  his  employer's  railroad  passes°and  sell  tlu-m  to  a  s«d per  ' 

sellVh'"uZ a  sclrp;;."  "  ""™''  ^'"'"'  "'  ^'"^'"-'«  to  ^toal  railroad  tickets  and 

thejtSfni^;i::rjiSe^,:;Va^run;;:t-f^^^^^ 

riVi'i^- ■;;;f„.;.!;.t  f-^-"^""-  '"■  '"•■  -"•^"'-  • '<•  -^•"  ^^  »-hoiest'e"ii:\:i::;;!i:i''«,;! 

/'Stolen  tickets  are  j.referrcd  by  the  scalpers  to  anv  other  because  the  f,-  i.„* 
hieves  having  no  other  fence  at  which  t,.  dispose  of  ti,e  lopert     an. ,    ,!„  ,'  f  1 
to   ake  whatever  the  scalpers  choose  to  give  them.    The  p  Zs    n  s  ol  ,    t  eke; 
are^  herelore,  three  times  as  much  as  on  tickets  purchased  of  the  honS  h<M^^ 

ilie  Lhica<ro  Evenmg  Journal  savs  :  •'  There  is  o-ood  roo^nn  tr.  i.oi,-«,     +i    ^    i     " 
are  nefarious  practices  goino-  ..n  in  this  c ity  e -ervTla    Sween^^ 
thieyes  and  that  class  of  citizens  called  scalpers     '    '  '  ^f  ^^'^  pio^'>sinnal 

which  point  strongly  to  the  suspicion  that  these  two  'professions'  are  iiw'o/l? 
siun,  or,  to  say  the  least,  very  i^lainly  showing-  that  the  ^r^iln^lc     f4-  '^^" 

s^aJ^^;^,-eih:di-;e£ 

nitimacy^and  ^-partnership  between  Chicag?«:i^;^I!s'r/S^^ 

^^^^:^^:^:j^''--  ■  -"  -"o  -™ -""^e  ^^'^^  -i™  .m1^ 

JudgeLudlow,  of  Philadelphia,  savs:  "Fraud  havin^^  heen  nr.rnf.f..f    i 
unsuspecting  ],e..ple  by  ticket  scalpers,  the  le-  Sat  re  had  friS  /^^^^  'T'' 

authorizing  any  police  regulation  tUreak  it  up  '  ^^''  ^"^  ^^^'^  ''  ^^^^' 

their  business  tile  br.aid  if  il,egality:!n:^Jf^^^^^ 

.should  in  future  be  shunned  and  given  as  wide  a  ])erth  as  possible/'  ^ 


■"-^^* 


9ry,. 


iau. 


"^mi^.- 


SWORN    TESTIMONY    AS    TO  HOW   THE    BUSINESS    OF    RAILWAY 

TICKET  SCALPING   IS  CONDUCTED. 

From  tilt'  records  of  tlu'  ('riminal  Court  of  (  ook  Countv.  Illinois,  in  the  rase 
of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois  vs.  Read,  Stein  and  "others,  before  .lndi:e 
Collins.  Novend)er  Term,  of  1S87,  Jml^'H  Lonj^enecker,  Prosecuting  Att<.rn(v, 
stated  that  he  would  prove  by  witnesses  that  it  was  a  common  thin<r  for  tieket 
scalpers  to  use  acids  to  erase  names,  and  write  in  others, 

Hurinu  the  pro.«rress  of  this  ease  it  was  shown  by  evidence  that  a  packa^'e  of 
ten  tickets  sold  by  the  a*?ent  at  Dalton,  Illinois,  to  Bert^er,  Illinois,  for  50  cents 
for  the  i)a<-k:i<_'e,  «)r  •">  cents  each,  was  lost  by  the  purchaser  at  the  stock  vards,  and 
afterward  the  tickets  foimd  their  way  into  a  scalper's  otlice,  an<l  a  part  or  all  of 
them  were  changed  to  read  Dalton  to  Pittsburgh,  their  value  thus  increased  from 
5  cents  to  $14.90  each.  It  was  also  shown  by  tiie  evidence  that  one  of  these 
tickets  being  sold  to  a  ])as.senger  by  a  scali)er,"the  passenger  attempting  to  ride 
upon  the  same  was  ejected  from  the  t?-ain.  the  passenger  having  no  knowledire 
that  the  ticket  had  been  altered. 

Transcript  from  the  Stenographic    Record   of  the  Trial. 

Judge  I.ongenecker,  in  (piestioning  the  witness,  asked  bim  bow  long  he  had 
been  in  the  employ  of  Read  and  Stein. 

(^.    How  long  have  you  been  in  their  employ".* 

A.  I  have  worked  lor  them,  I  believe,  three  dillerent  times;  four  different 
times. 

().   This  last  time'.» 

A.    1  think  1  have  been  there  this  last  time  three  or  four  months. 

Q.  Within  a  year  of  this  time — of  la.st  March— tell  what  thev  did.  How  they 
did  business  there. 

A.  As  I  said  l)efore,  they  bought  tickets  and  passes  over  all  the  diti'erent  lines, 
when  they  had  an  (»pportunity  to.  Sometimes  tliey  would  sell  them  as  they  was, 
and  sometimes  they  would  cliange  them  again. 

(2-   How  would  they  change  them  ? 

A.  They  have  acids  there.  They  Mould  erase  the  destinations  and  put  in 
otheiN. 

(^  They  would  erase  the  destinations  and  put  in  a  dillerent  destination,  would 
they  ? 

A.   Yes,  sir. 

Q.    How  would  they  put  it  in'.* 

A.    If  it  was  a  pass,  till  it  out  with  ink. 

n.   .lust  like  these  are  changed  from  Berger  to  l'ittsl)urgh  '.' 

A.  Yes,  sir.  Sometimes  stamp  it  in.  As  a  general  rule  write  it  in  with  pen 
and  ink. 

Q.   Who  did  you  .>^ee  era.se  any  tickets? 

A.  I  have  seen  Mr.  Read  lix  tickets.  1  have  seen  Mr.  Stein  fix  tickets.  I  have 
seen  Mr.  Reeves  tix  tickets. 

Q.    When*  did  you  .see  them  do  that  ? 

A.    I'irst  one  otlice  and  then  another. 

*^   What  did  they  do  with  those  tickets  after  they  changed  them? 

A.   ( ienerally  .sell  them  to  the  first  man  that  came  along. 

n.    Did  you  ever  see  anything  like  that?     (  Exhibiting  pass  to  the  witness.) 

A.    Yes,  sir.     I  have  seen  them  do  lots  of  passes. 

<^    Did  you  ever  see  anythinu  like  that  ? 

Objected  to  by  counsel  for  defenihuits. 

Judge  Longenecker:  I  want  to  show  they  woiild  take  any  pass  and  then 
change  the  name  of  the  man  in  the  pass.     Have  you  seen  them  do  that? 

The  Court  :  You  may  state  all  you  have  ever  seen  them  do  in  connection  with 
passes. 

Kxcejition  ]>y  counsel  for  defendants. 

Judire  Longenecker; 

Q.   Tell  what  chamre  they  would  make  in  a  pass  like  that. 

A.  I  have  seen  Mr.  liead  fix  pas.ses.  I  have  seen  Mr.  Stein,  and,  as  I  said 
before,  also  Mv.  Reeves. 


•"  -     ^ 


A, 

<^ 

A. 


A, 

( ). 
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<2. 

A. 
A. 


By  Judge  L(jngenecker : 

<l.   Have  you  seen  any  pass  there  wliere  the  date  had  ex]>ired? 
A.    Yes.  sir. 

U-  ^\^'Lat  did  they  do  with  reference  to  that? 

A.   They  would  take  it  ott"  with  acids,  as  a  general  thing,  and  fix  the  stamp 
over  on  the  back,  and  sometiuies,  if  it  was  a  ticket,  it  had  to  be  pluu'ged. 
il.    W  hat  do  you  mean  by  ''plugging?" 

A.  They  take  an  "  L  "  punch  and  plug  out  and  extend  the  limit.  Sav  the 
ticket  expired  on  the  10th  of  this  month,  and  a  man  came  in  todav  and  wanted 
that  ticket.  They  would  turn  around  and  take  the  "  L  "'  punch,  leaving  the  month 
just  the  .^ame,  ]»nt  take  this  -  L"  out  of  here  and  extend  it,  mav  be,  to  the  31st  If 
they  wanted  to  fill  the  "  L  "  in  here  ( indicating;. 

^^   The  piece  that  was  punched  out  thev  would  put  in  tlie  old  hole? 
,  ,}\  V\^\  \vould  put  the  "  L  "  they  took  out  here  (indicating)  and  i)Ut  it  in  the 
old  'L  ^hole,  put  a  ])iece  of  paper  on  the  back,  and  fix  it  up  ju.-t  as  nice  as  thev 
could,  oi  course.  "  '' 

<2-   The  man  w(»uld  go  «>fi' rejoicing? 

A.s  a  general  thing,  they' would  go  through  all  right. 
l)id  you  see  stamps  there  ? 
Yes,  sir. 

What  kind  of  stamps? 

They  used  to  have  a  little  box   of  rubber  stamps  that  thev  would  change 
tile  date  and  the  month  on  the  back  of  a  ticket.  '  ^ 

(^   I)i<l  you  ever  see  anyone  use  it '.^     Tf  so,  who?     I  mean  these  defendants 
1  have  seen  all  three  of  the  gentlemen  (I  called  the  names  before)  use  it 
^ame  them  over  again. 
-Air.  Ivead.  Mr.  Stein  and  Air.  Reeves. 

How  long  had  they  been  going  on  before  these  tickets  came  to  vour  hands'' 
Ihey  always  done  that  kind  of  business,  all  the  time  I  worked'f^jr  them 
u  hat  was  your  duty  ?    To  get  customers  ? 

Aly  (luty  was  to  i)ick  up  everybody  I  could  that  I  thoutiht  wanted  to  buv 
or  had  a  ticket  to  sell. 
<^   And  bring  them  in? 
A.   Yes,  sir. 

<^  What  I  mean  is,  all  this  fixing  of  tickets  occurred  in  this  countv  and  state'' 
A.    \es,  sir. 

»^   And  was  within  a  year  of  the  time  of  the  indictment.     I  believe  vou  said 
some  tune  m  Alarch,  didn't  you.  that  Stiverson  bought  a  ticket  ? 
A.    N(j,  I  said  Stiverson  bought  a  ticket  on  the  3d  of  April. 
<^    IIow_  was  it  managed  in  reference  to  color?     State  whether  there  wa«  any- 
thing used  m  reference  to  changing  the  color  of  a  ticket. 
A.    Yes,  sir. 

What  was  it'.' 

They  had  a  1)ox  of  colored  pencils. 
Who  were  "  they  ?" 
Air.  Read,  Air.  Stein  and  Air.  lieeves. 
r>y  Judge  Longenecker: 

<^   For   instance,  had  they  an   arrangement   so  thev  cr.uld  make   vellow — 
that  IS,  could  they  make  a  ticket  all  right  if  thev  erased  anvthintr  ofi'  there  '*     ' 
-\.   Yes,  sir.  '  -  e  • 

<^  Could  they  make  a  white  ticket  yellow  ".* 

A.  They  had  a  box  of  all  colored  ])encils  that  thev  could  do  that  with 

<2.  Alake  it  blue,  yellow,  red  or  anvthing  that  thev  Avanted  to'* 

A.  Aies,  sir. 

Another  witness  in  the  above  named  case  being  calle.!  to  the  stand  testified 
that  he  ha.l  been  a  ticket  broker  in  Detroit  an<l  in  Chicago:  that  he  had  known 
Lead  stem  and  Keeves,  ticket  brokers,  for  about  three  or  four  vears  •  that  he 
had  clerked  for  some  months  in  the  ofiice  of  a  ticket  broker  in  Clnca'^o"-  that  he 
was  first  a  ticket  runner  on  the  street  for  a  year  and  a  half,  afterward  opened  a 
ticketJ)rokersolhce  for  himself:  that  he  received  a  number  of  expired  tickets 
from  stein,  the  broker;  that  their  i>lan  for  makin-  an  expired  ticket  -o,m1  was"" 
tor  in.stance,  the  ticket  was  to  expire  on  the  10th,  thev  culd  make  it  gT.od  until 
the  Kith  by  makiiig  the  "  one  "  a  -  two.'*     Witness  was  talking  of  goin^r  into  the 


A. 
A. 
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SWORN    TESTIMONY    AS    TO  HOW   THE    BUSINESS    OF    RAILWAY 

TICKET  SCALPING   IS  CONDUCTED. 

From  the  records  of  the  Criminal  Court  of  Cook  Countv,  Illinois,  in  tlip  case 
of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois  vs.  Head,  Stein  and'others,  before  .hul<:e 
Collins.  November  Term,  of  1S87,  Judge  Longenecker,  Prosecuting  Attorney, 
stated  that  lie  would  prove  by  witnesses  that  it  was  a  common  thintr  for  ticket 
scalpers  to  use  acids  to  erase  names,  and  write  in  others. 

During  the  progress  of  this  case  it  was  shown  bv  evidence  that  a  package  of 
ten  tickets  sold  by  the  agent  at  Dalton,  Illinois,  to  Berger,  Illinois,  for  50  cents 
for  the  package,  or  o  cents  each,  was  lost  by  tlie  purchaser  at  the  stock  vards,  and 
afterward  the  tickets  found  their  way  int«»  a  scalper's  othce,  and  a  part  or  all  of 
them  were  changed  to  read  Dalton  to  Pittsburgh,  their  value  thus  increased  from 
5  cents  to  .$14.90  each.  It  was  also  shown  by  the  evidence  that  one  of  these 
tickets  being  sold  to  a  passenger  by  a  scalper,  the  passenger  attempting  to  ride 
upon  the  same  was  ejected  from  the  train,  the  ])as-ienger  having  no  knowledtre 
that  the  ticket  had  been  altered. 

Transcript  from  the  Stenographic   Record   of  the  Trial. 

Judge  I.ongenecker,  in  (juestioning  the  witness,  asked  him  how  lontr  he  had 
been  in  the  employ  of  Read  and  Stein. 

il.   How  long  have  you  been  in  their  employ? 

A.  I  have  worked  for  them,  I  believe,  three  dilferent  times ;  four  different 
times, 

(I.   This  last  time? 

A.   1  think  I  liave  been  there  this  last  time  three  or  four  months, 

Q.  U'ithin  a  year  of  this  time— of  last  March— tell  what  thev  did.  How  they 
did  business  there. 

A.  As  I  said  bef<ire,  they  bought  tickets  and  passes  over  all  the  different  lines, 
when  they  had  an  opportunity  to.  Sometimes  they  would  sell  them  as  they  was, 
and  sometimes  they  would  cliange  them  again. 

<^   How  would  they  change  them  ? 

A,  They  have  acids  there.  They  would  erase  the  destinations  and  ])ut  in 
othei"s. 

Q.  They  would  erase  the  destinations  and  put  in  a  different  destination,  would 
they  *? 

A.   Yes,  sir, 

Q.    How  would  they  put  it  in  ? 

A,    If  it  was  a  pass,  till  it  out  with  ink, 

n.   Just  like  these  are  changed  from  Berger  to  Pittsl)urgh  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir.  Sometimes  stamp  it  in.  As  a  general  rule  write  it  in  witli  pen 
and  ink. 

Q,   AVho  did  you  see  erase  any  tickets? 

A,  I  have  seen  ^Fr.  Read  tix  tickets.  I  have  seen  ]\[r.  Stein  fix  tickets.  I  have 
seen  Mr.  Reeves  tix  tickets. 

Q.    Where  did  you  see  them  do  that  ? 

A.    First  one  othce  and  then  another. 

<^    What  did  they  do  with  those  tickets  after  they  changed  them? 

A,   (renerally  sell  them  to  the  first  man  that  came  along. 

Q.    Did  you  ever  see  anything  like  that?     i  Kxhil)iting  ])ass  to  the  witness.) 

A.    Yes,  sir.     I  have  seen  them  do  lots  of  passes, 

il.    Did  you  ever  see  anything  like  that  ? 

Objected  to  by  counsel  for  defendants. 

Judge   Lonirenecker :    I   want  to  show  they   wouM   take  any  ])ass  and   then 
change  the  name  of  the  man  in  the  pass.     Have  you  seen  them  do  that? 

The  CoiH-t :  You  may  state  all  you  have  ever  seen  them  do  in  connection  with 
passes. 

Kxcei)tion  by  counsel  for  defendants. 

Judtre  L(jngenecker. 

Q.  Tell  what  change  tliey  would  make  in  a  pass  like  that. 

A.  I  have  seen  Mr.  Read  fix  passes.  I  have  seen  Mr.  Stein,  and,  as  I  said 
before,  also  ^Ir.  Reeves. 
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By  Judge  Longenecker : 

Q.   IIa\e  you  seen  any  pass  there  where  the  date  had  expired? 

A.   Yes,  sir. 

(.2-   What  did  they  do  with  reference  to  that? 

A,  They  would  take  it  off  with  acids,  as  a  general  thing,  and  fix  the  stamp 
over  on  the  back,  and  sometimes,  if  it  was  a  ticket,  it  had  to  be  plu"-ged. 

Q.    What  do  you  mean  by '"plugging?"  '^ 

A.  They  take  an ''L"  punch  and  plug  out  and  extend  the  limit.  Sav  the 
ticket  expired  on  the  lOtli  of  this  month,  and  a  man  came  in  todav  and  wanted 
tiiat  ticket.  They  would  turn  around  and  take  the  "  L  "  punch,  leaving  the  month 
just  the  same,  but  take  this  ''  L ''  out  of  here  and  extend  it,  mav  be,  to  tlie  31st  If 
they  wanted  to  fill  the  "  L  "  in  here  (indicating). 

<^   The  piece  that  was  punched  out  they  would  put  in  the  old  hole*' 

1  A\V\^-\  "'^'^^'^  ^*"^  *^^  "^""  ^^^^^'  ^*^°^^  *^'^^  ^^^^^'  (indicating)  and  put  it  in  the 
.\     ^hole,  put  a  piece  of  paper  on  tlie  back,  and  fix  it  up  just  as  nice  as  thev 
could,  of  course.  ■  -^ 

il.  The  man  would  go  off  rejoicing? 
A.    As  a  general  thing,  they*  would  go  through  all  right. 
<^    Did  you  see  stamps  there? 
A.    Yes, sir. 

<^   AVhat  kind  of  stamps? 

A  They  used  to  have  a  little  box  of  rubber  stamps  that  thev  would  chan^^e 
tlie  date  and  the  month  on  the  back  of  a  ticket.  '  * 

Q.   Did  you  ever  see  anyone  use  it?     If  so,  who?    I  mean  these  defendants 
A.   1  have  seen  all  three  of  the  gentlemen  (I  called  the  names  before)  use  it 

><ame  them  over  again. 

Mr.  Read,  :\Ir.  Stein  and  Mr.  Reeves, 

How  long  had  they  been  going  on  before  these  tickets  came  to  vour  hands'' 

ihey  always  done  that  kind  of  business,  all  the  time  I  worked'for  them 

U  hat  was  your  duty  ?     To  get  customers? 

:\rv  duty  was  to  pick  up  everybody  I  could  that  I  thouudit  wanted  to  buv 
or  had  a  ticket  to  sell, 
<2-   And  bring  them  in? 
A,   Yes,  sir. 

U-  ^^  hat  I  mean  is,  all  this  fixing  of  tickets  occurred  in  this  countv  and  state'' 
A,    \es,  sir, 

(^   And  was  within  a  year  of  the  time  of  the  indictment,    I  believe  vou  said 
some  time  in  :\Iarch,  didn't  you,  that  Stiverson  bought  a  ticket  ? 
A,   No,  I  said  Stivenson  bought  a  ticket  on  the  3d  of  April, 
<^    How_  was  it  managed  in  reference  to  color?     State  whethei-  there  was  anv- 
thmg  used  m  reference  to  changing  the  color  of  a  ticket. 
A.    \es,  sir, 

AVhat  was  it? 

They  had  a  Ijox  of  colored  pencils. 
Who  were  "  they  ?  " 
:\Ir.  Read,  Mr.  Stein  and  :\Ir.  Reeves. 
P>y  Judge  Longenecker: 

<^   For  instance,  had  they  an   arrangement  so  thev  could  make   vellow 

that  is,  could  they  make  a  ticket  all  right  if  they  erased  anvthing  off  there  "    ' 
A.   "\  es,  sir. 

<2.  Could  they  make  a  white  ticket  vellow  '.' 

A,  They  had  a  box  of  all  colored  i)encils  that  thev  could  do  that  with 

<^  :Make  It  blue,  yellow,  red  or  anvthing  that  thev  wanted  to"' 

A.  ^  es,  sir. 

Another  witness  in  the  above  named  case  being  called  to  the  stand  testified 
that  he  had  been  a  ticket  broker  in  Detroit  and  in  Chicago  ;  that  he  had  known 
Read  stein  and  Reeves,  ticket  brokers,  for  about  three  or  four  vears  •  that  he 
had  clerk e.l  for  some  months  in  the  oflice  of  a  ticket  broker  in  ('li"ica<H.';  that  he 
was  first  a  ticket  runner  on  the  street  for  a  year  and  a  half,  afterward  opened  a 
icket  broker  sofhce  for  himself;  tJiat  he  received  a  number  of  expired  tickets 
from  Stein,  the  broker;  that  their  plan  for  making  an  expired  ticket  -ood  was 
for  instance,  the  ticket  was  to  expire  on  the  lOtli,  thev  could  make  it  gT.od  until 
the  mth  by  making  the  "  one  "  a  "  two,''     Witness  wa"s  talking  of  g<.incr  info  the 
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scalpin-  business  again  for  himself  and  .lescribint:  a  conversation  between  Air. 
Stein  an<l  himself  retranlim:  it. 

Q.   <  rive  the  lanaua!_'e  as  near  as  you  ran. 

T  u'^"  ^\^-  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  '^'^  ^''^^^^-  ^^  y^'^^  "^'^^^  ^^^  ?o  into  the  ticket  scalping  business, 
1  have  plenty  of  tickets,  meaning,  of  course,  expired  tickets. 

il    U  liat  kind  of  tickets  did  he  give  you  '? 

A.  Well,  he  gave  me  expired  tickets.  I  don't  know  whether  he  sai<l  thev 
would  be  expired  tickets  or  not. 

(}.   What  was  their  condition  when  you  received  them? 

A.   Just  as  they  are  now. 

Q.   Expired  tickets? 

A.   Yes,  sir. 

Q.    Where  did  you  get  your  stuff,  your  tickets  ? 

A.  I  got  all  my  tickets  from  Mr.  Stein,  as  I  did  not  have  a  single  ticket  when 
I  started. 

Q.   Go  on  and  describe  all  of  the  tickets  and  what  was  to  be  done  with  them. 
They  were  all  expired  tickets. 
What  was  to  be  done  witli  them  "? 
I  can  remember  some  tickets  that  were  sold. 
What  were  they?     Describe  them. 

Well,  we  wouhl  take,  for  instance,  expired  passes  to  Omaha  and   Kansas 
handled  a  good  many  of  them.    It  was  not,  of  course,  necessarv  hardlv  to 
instruct  me. 

Q.   You  were  instructed  by  whom  ? 

A.    By  Mr.  Stein  and  Mr.  Read,  to  make  that  ticket  good  again  and  sell  it. 
<  2-    H(  (W  was  it  to  be  made  good  again  ? 
A.    By  extending  the  time. 

(l  What  did  you  do,  in  pursuance  of  this  arrangement  between  you  and  him, 
with  these  passes  and  these  tickets? 

A.  I  would  take  those  tickets  and  look  them  up  to  see  what  chance  there 
would  be.  Some  could  be  extend<Ml  and  some  could  not  be  extended,  jierhaps 
from  the  nature  of  the  paper  of  which  the  ticket  was  made.  If  1  could  extend  the 
time  on  a  ticket  to  anywhere,  and  it  could  leave  the  office  in  such  sliape  that  I 
thought  it  would  be  able  to  go  through,  I  would  do  so,  and  sell  it  the  first  chance 
I  got. 

(2.  IIow  would  you  be  able  to  fix  it  so  that  it  could  be  used  to  anvof  these 
points? 

A.   That  depends  upon  the  ticket. 

Q.   Describe  any  of  the  tickets  that  were  chamred  in  that  manner. 
A.   Here  is  a  ticket,  for  instance,  what  is  called  a  punch  ticket.     AVell,  now, 
the  date  is  punched  out  of  that  with  an  "  L"  punch.     Now,  that  ticket,   for 
instance;  it  was  punched  say  June  2().     It  is  good  to  June  2().     If  it  runs  out  we 
can  wait  until  it  is  coming  on  toward  July  2(i.  take  that  July  out  with  another 
punch  and  plug  up  the  June  as  well  as  weCan,  without  this  change  being  seen. 
and  sell  it,  and  tlie  conductor  Avould  i)robal)ly  n(»t  notice  it. 
( l   Where  did  you  get  your  punch  that  you  used  ? 
A.    Well,  I  had  two  punches. 
The"L"  punch? 

I  had  two  "  L  "  punches,  one  a  large  size,  and  one  smaller. 
NVhere  did  you  get  eitlier  of  them  ? 

1  got  the  large  one  from  Air.  Stein  himself,  and  for  a  time  I  used  their 
smaller  imnch  ;  but  they  used  it  a  good  deal  themselves.  an<l  it  was  inconvenient, 
and  I  got  one  myself. 

Q.  The  larger  one  you  used  to  cut  out  July  and  insert  that  ])art  in  June,  that 
you  g(jt  from  Stein  himself? 

A.    Either  from  Mr.  Stein  or  Held. 
Q.    At  their  office? 
A.    Yes,  sir. 

il    And   when  you  wanted  to  use  the  smaller  punch  you  would  ;,'<)  to  tlieir 
office  an<l  use  the  one  they  had? 
A.    Yes,  sir. 

Q.   What  was  done  about  any  erasing? 
A.   Then  there  are  tickets  that  the  dates  would  be  written  in  instead  of  being 
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I  don't  rememl>er  which. 


punched.    It  would  be  written  in  in  ink  in  a  blank  space.     That  ticket  would 
have  to  be  erased  with  acid ;  the  date  would  have  to  be  erased  with  acid. 

Q.   Where  did  you  get  your  acid  ? 

A.  I  got  my  acid  from  Air.  Read  and  Stein. 

Q.   What  is  that  acid  used  for. 

A.   Well,  it  is  used  for  erasing  ink;  no  matter  what  you  want  to  erase  any- 
thing oft' of.  '  "^ 
Q.   From  what? 

A.   From  paper;  probably  you  can  also  use  it  to  erase  ink  stains  off  clothincr 
Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  that  class  of  bottles  in  Read  &  Stein's  office?  "" 

A.   I  have. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  acids  used  there  for  any  purpose  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

<2-  What  purpose  did  you? 

A.  Well,  for  taking  the  date  oft' tickets  so  as  to  put  in  a  new  date. 

Q.  IIow  would  it  be  done  ? 

A.  Here  is,  for  instance  ;  this  pass  was  oridnally  made  good  until  October  '^(J 

1880.  AVell,  we  would  erase  October  2G,  if  it  had  expired,  and  ])ut  in  anvthing 
we  liked.  ^         e 

Q.   Erase  it  with  what  ? 

A.  With  those  acids  that  they  had  there. 

Q.   If  it  was  some  colored  ticket  or  pass,  what  would  be  done? 

A.  If  the  ticket  was  like  this,  for  instance,  on  colored  paper,  the  acid  would 
leave  a  mark.  It  might  fade  it  almost  white  just  where  the  acid  touched  Now 
usually,  before  you  would  re-write  anything  in  it,  you  would  color  it  with  a  yellow 
pencil,  if  the  ticket  was  orignally  yellow.  If  it  was  blue,  with  a  blue  pencil  If 
It  was  that  color  (indicating)  you  would  go  over  it  with  that  colored  pencil  so  it 
was  hardly  noticeable  that  the  date  had  been  changed.  '  ' 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  any  tickets  in  Read  c*c  Stein's  where  the  tickets  and 
passes  were  colored  and  had  been  changed,  and  these  pencils  had  been  used  to 
restore  the  color  ? 

A.  I  have ;  yes,  sir.  You  see  the  most  of  the  tickets  we  would  iret  would  be 
on  colored  paper. 

The  witness  stated  that  he  had  a  record  in  his  book  of  P.i\  tickets  that  he  had 
changed  between  the  last  week  in  December,  188(5,  and  the  first  day  in  April,  1887. 
Q.   Have  you  ever  seen  Read  c^  Stein  change  any  tickets— alter  any  tickets 
that  have  been  sold  ;  any  other  tickets  than  these  ? 
A.   T  have. 

Q.   Tell  the  court  and  jury  about  how  many,  and  when  it  was? 

A.  Well,  I  must  have  seen  them  change  tickets  a  dozen  times. 

Q.   AVhere? 

A.   At  their  office. 

Q.   Did  you  ever  see  Defendant  Reeves  alter  any  tickets? 

A.   AA^ell,  I  have  seen  him  working  with  tickets.    I  don't  know  what  he  was 
doing  with  them. 

Q.   AAliere? 

A.  Down  at  Mr.  Read  &  Stein's  office. 

Q.   AAliereabouts  in  the  office  did  they  generally  do  this  changing  of  tickets'* 

A.   R^ght  in  front  of  a  doorway,  just  behind  a  counter. 

Q.   AAliat  was  Defendant  Reeves  working  with  at  the  time  vou  saw  him  '* 

A.   AA^orking  with  the  tickets. 

Q.   AVhat  did  he  have  ? 

A.   I  have  seen  him  take  the  acid  bottle  in  his  hand. 

Q.   And  use  it  ? 

A.   Yes,  sir. 

On  cross-examination  by  counsel  for  the  scalper  : 

(^   You  were  fixing  tickets  right  along  since  1885  without  having  an  office  of 
your  own,  were  you  ? 

A.   No,  sir ;  I  was  not. 

Q.   Can  you  tell  me  if  Mr.  Stein,  as  you  claim,  was  an  expert  at  fixing  and 
knew  a.l  about  it  and  could  instruct  you,  why  didn't  he  fix  that  ticket  himself? 

A.   hie  was  not  an  expert. 

Q.   But  you  are  an  expert,  now,  are  you  not  ? 
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A.    Well.  I  should  not  exactly  call  myself  an  expert. 

Q.  Jiut  you  would  call  yourself  a  verv  accomplished  scholar  in  that  art  would 
you  not  ?  ' 

A.  Well.  I  ixiiess  I  would ;  after  a  man  clianges  fiftv  or  one  hundred  tickets  I 
guess  he  ou^ht  to  know  how  to  change  them.  '  ' 

Q.   Yes,  1  think  he  should. 

A.   And  your  clients  changed  six  thousand. 

Referring  to  the  lot  of  expired  tickets  before  them  : 

Q.    Is  it  not  a  fact  that  there  is  no  value  upon  tliose  tickets  at  all '.' 

A.   Most  decidedly  there  is  no  value  upon  them. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  can  go  to  these  ticket  brokers' offices  ordinarilv 
and  get  those  tickets  for  nothing? 

A.   You  cannot. 

Q.   You  cannot  ? 

A.  You  'bet  your  life  you  cannot.  Tliev  all  want  vou  to  pav  them  tiftv  per 
cent  for  them.    That's  what  they  will  sell  them  to  you  for. 

< ).    iMfty  per  cent  of  the  face  value  for  them  ? 

A.   Yes,  sir. 
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Copy  of  the   Law  of  the  State  of  Illinois  to  prevent  the  handling  of  Railway 

Passenger  Tickets  by  Scalpers. 


I    ■ 


AN  ACT 


To  prevent  frauds  upon  travelers  and  owner  or  owners  of  any  railroad  steaynhoat  or 
oilier  conveyance M  the  transportation  of  passem,trs.  [Approved  1;  W/To  StT 
In  force  July  ],lS7o.     L.     1875,  j9.  81.J  i    U '^^ta  .vpra  u,  ii,to. 

Agents  must  be  Authorized  to  sell  Tickets 

o.Ssx.!.4:  Th;:t  i^fi^i  t  Ktf  .;^:.^?  i^z^:^^^:!:^j'[^'^ 

steamboat  for  the  transportation  of  passengers,  trprovideTR'haten/^w^^^^^^^^  '''' 
be  authorized  to  sell  tickets,  or  other  certHicates  ?nt7tHng  U  e  hoiS^r  To  n-  v^ri' 
upon  any  railroad  or  steamboat,  with  a  certificate  settin     forth  thpn^^^         .       r 
such  agent  to  make  such  sales,  which  cert  S  sLll  be  du  I  i^t^^^^^^^ 
corporate  seal  of  the  owner  of  such  railroad  or  steamboat  '  '^'^  ^^'  ^^'^ 

Unauthorized  Persons  not  to  Sell  Tickets 

holder  s  title  to  travel  on  any  railroad  or  steamboat,  whether  the  same  bethn.fi  f 
operated  or  owned  within  or  without  the  limits  of  this  shae.  ^situated. 

Penalty  for  Violating  Act 
punished  by  a  fine  not  exceedin-five  hundnM  Ido^^^^^^^  '^  ^'''^'^''  ^^  ^"^ 

Agent  to  Exhibit  Certificate  on  Request. 

Sec.  4.   That  it  shall  be  the  dutv  of  everv  lo-pnf  ^»i.,^  oL.,ii  i         .^i      •      -.  , 
sell  tickets,  or  parts  of  tickets,  or  otlfer  evi  iTnct^of  1  e   ml.  er's  t  il?'to7;''^     ^ 
exlnh.t  to  a,iy  person  desirinir  to  purchase  a  ticket  o^to  anv'offlf  er  of  ?1       '  *" 
who  ,„.y  re„„e.st  bin,,  (A,,  cerUficMte  of  his  mUhorU.tC  l?.Mln!^loL  I  ^d  ^'i^ 
Uhcate  posM  ,„  a  compumom  place  in  his  offie,for  the  InfonnationTlrJdZ. 
Dutv  of  Owxer  to  Provide  for  Redemption  of  Tickets 

Sec.  5.   That  it  shall  be  the  dutv  of  the  owner  or  ownora  r.f  ,-o;i../'i 
boat,  by  their  agents  or  managers;  to  pr.'v?,]e  LV    I'c  "edenlt'on  1^' 

or  any  parts  or  coupons  of  any  ticket  or  tickets,  as  they  nmriav^  ^^    h^ 

purchaser,  for  any  reason,  has  not  used,  and  does  Aot  (le  frl^    o  use  at  a  rate  wh    > 
shall  be  equal  to  the  (  itference  between  the  nrirp  L\Altiul'^\     \-?  ^\h\vh 

prohibit  any  person  who  has  purchase'd  a  tickeuf^m    n^'a^e  t  aut  ,"t«  '  1     thi* 

Penalty  for  Refusing  to  Pledeem  Tickets 

fh^c'^f'  !'■   ^""V  '"^i^^'o^^  «^  steamboat  companv  that  shall,  bv  anv  of  its  aL^ents  in 
this  state,  refuse  to  redeem  anv  of  its  tickets'or  nirt^  of  Vi-;^-.  u  '\o  ^^^^t.s  n 

subsequent  to  such  refusal,  to  sell  any  ticl^ef^^J-'li^ifets  iLTh'is'sSt^^^uVrffie 


-  ifi 


-,«*.^<we«<Baw«w#yi*f*«««iw- 


Pn"  J     -t  '    °  ^^^ 


^" 


*'^ 


W^, 


1}^^^'A    f*';ii,:i 


I 


.•■l 


THE   ILLINOIS  ANTI-SCALPERS'   LAW  CONSTITUTIONAL 

The  foll)\vin<iis  a  synoi)sis  of  the  deoision  of  Judjjes  ^Nk'Allister  and  Moore, 
that  the  act  entitk'd  "  An  Act  to  Prevent  Frauds  Upon  Travelers,"  etc.,  is  consti- 
tutional : 

In  January  last  the  (Irand  Jury  returned  indictments  airainst  a  number  of 
persons  dcalin.ir  in  railroad  tickets  who  were  not  the  authorized  airents  of  any 
railroad  com})any.  The  indicated  are  better  known  as  '■  ticket-scalpers."  and,  as 
soon  as  they  had  V)een  capiased  to  give  bail  to  answer  the  charge  airainst  them, 
they  V)anded  together,  hired  counsel,  and  proceeded  to  prepare  to  resist  any  inter- 
ference with  their  business.  Tliey  were  advised  that  the  act  under  which  they 
had  been  indicted  was  unconstitutional,  and  when  J.  J.  Walser,  one  of  the  number, 
was  called  for  trial,  he  moved  to  (piasli  the  indictment,  the  "  scalpers"  havi mi 
agreed  to  back  him  and  make  a  test  case  of  it.  The  motion  to  (juash  was  argued 
before  Judges  McAllister  and  Moore,  and  yesterdav  an  opinion  adverse  to'' the 
''  scalpers  "  was  tiled  in  the  Criminal  Court.     It  was'as  follows  : 

"This  is  an  indictment  under  the  Act  of  April  !>,  187-").  entitled  "An  act  to 
prevent  frauds  upon  travelers  and  owner  or  owners  of  anv  railroad,  steamboat  or 
other  conveyance  of  passengers."  :Motion  is  made  to  quash  the  indictment  on 
two  grounds  :  (1.)  Tliat  the  act  is  not  within  the  scope  of  the  police  power,  is  an 
unwarrantable  restricticm  upon  the  rights  of  private  ])ropertv,  and,  therefore, 
unconstitutional.     (2.)  It  was  not  constitutionally  passed  : 

The  act  relates  to  the  business  of  cominon  carriers.     It  has  been  the  settled 
law  in  Kngland  and  in  this  country  that  the  business  of  a  common  carrier  is  not 
only  atiected  with  a  public  interest,  but  it  is  a  public  emi)lovment.     This  propo- 
sition is  so  elementary  that  a  multiplication  of  authorities 'is  unnecessarv.     So 
far  as  relates  to  railroads  acting  under  charters  or  acts  of  incorporation,' their 
franchises  are  partly  of  a  public  and  partly  of  a  private  nature.     So  far  as  the 
safety,   convenience  and  comfort  of  passengers  are   concerned  thev  are  pahlici 
juris ;  so  far  as  they  relate  to  capital  and  the  production  of  revenue  they  are 
primli  juris.      There  never  has  been  any   question   of  the  power  of  the   State 
Legislatures  to  pass  laws  in  the  nature  of  police  regidations  atlecting  the  exer- 
cise of  such  franchises  so  far  as  they  were  puhlici  juris,  such  as  those  designed 
to  secure  passengers  from  not  only  danger,  but  imposition.     The  himring  i)oint  in 
the  case  of   Munn  and  Scott  vs.  The  I'eople,   carried   bv  writ   of  error   to  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court    from  our  Supreme   Court,   and   taken  into  and 
decided  by  the  former,  was,  whether  the  business  of  keeping  a  grain  warehouse 
as  a  mere  private  enterprise  was  a  public  emplovment,  so  as  to  subject  it  to  the 
police  i)Ower  which  might  extend  to  a  full  supj.res.sion  of  the  busirie^ss.     Bv  the 
common  law  it  was  not  such  public  employment,  nor  was  there  anv  valid  statute 
changing  that  law.     But  a  majority  of  the  United  States  Supreme"  Court  diverg- 
ing, as  many  think,  from  established  lesal  principles,  athxed  to  that  business  a 
character  whicli  the  law  of  the  state  did   not  give  to  it  more  than  to  any  other 
business,  viz  :  that  it  was   so  affected  with  a  public  interest  as   to  be  entirely 
subject  to  the  police  power  of  the  state.    But  all  good  lawvers  and  all  courts 
concede  that,  ever  since  the  decision  in  Coggs  vs.  Bernard,  common  carriers  are 
recognized  as   being   engaged  in   a   public   employment,  and    nothinir   can    be 
clearer  than  that,  in  this  state  railroad  companies,  so   far  at   least  as  concerns 
the  safety,  comfort  and  convenience  of  passengers,  are  proper  subjects  of  the 
police  power.     Of  this  there  can  be  no  question.     If  the  business  itself  be  sub- 
ject to  the  police  power,  then  so  ipust  all  its   incidents  and  accessories  be  subject 
to  it.     All  exi>erience  teaches  that  the  necessities  of  the  business  require  the 
issuing  and  use  of  tickets.     They  are  as  necessarv  to  the  convenience  (if  both 
traveler  and  carrier  as  baggage-checks  or  way-bills'  in  case  of  freight.     Tiie  busi- 
ness and  all  its  common  incidents  being  ju-oper  subjects  of  the   police  power, 
then  it  follows  from  settled  principles  that  the  nature  and  character  of  the  police 
regulations  must  be  determined  by  the  legislative,  and  not  the  judicial,  l)ranch 
of  the  government.     After  giving  this  matter  much  consideration,  we  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  act  in  (luestion,  being  a  matter  of  mere  police  regulation  of  a 
public  business,  is  constitutional  and  valid.    There  mav  arise  cases   where  the 
contract  for  carriage  was  made  in  another  state,  which  constitutional  principles 
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of  the  legis  ative  journals,  was  put  into  our  hands.     We  cinnot     ct  nnnn  \hlt 
question   without  evidence-competent  evidence--  o   estaW  sh   thi   f  ^t  ^ 

^chdedsion  is  to  be  .^de..  wLre  alS  S^ophuon  ^^^J^e^Zi^l^ 
sufficiently  expressed  by  the  title  of  the  act.    The  motion  is  overruled 
The  opinion  bears  the  following  indorsement : 

>.nJ'-^^^'''%T'"'^'\J''^^'\°^  ^^^^  ''^^'^  t^  J^^^^^e  Moore,  who  was  with  me  at  thp 
arrh"!f  at''^'  ""'^'"' '''  '"'^"""^^  "^^  ^^  '^^  ^^^^^  he'concu?s\n^the  crclulions 

MarS^  w;rS^ryrto  ^^-  '^^'^""  ^'^  ^'^"^^  ^^^^'^^'  ^"  -^  «f  i^«  ---  in 

l,n  'iT'Y^  it  became  known  among  the  scalpers  vesterdav  that  Jud^^e  Mc\llister 
had  declared  the  scalpers  law,  prohibiting  the  sale  of  railroad  tiketsbvun author 
ized  agents  constitutional,  there  was  quite  a  tiutter  anion-  them      If  a  bo  nhshr  i 
had  ex|>loded  in  their  midst  thev  could  not  have  been  mlire  agitated     TI^^pv  'e 
quite  confident  that  McAllister  would  decide  in  theirfaxor"  hrh«v;J    "i 
selected  with  the  hope  that  lie  would  do  so    o  le  wi  e  Ui^e  maUer  wouM  have 
been  <lecided  by  Judge  Moore,  before  whom  the  suits  were  Lt  b"ougM?" 


COMMENTS  OF  WESTERN   PAPERS  ON  TICKET  SCALPING. 


From  the  "Toledo  Blade."  May  24.  1879. 
THE   TICKET   SCALPER. 

^  ^H^T-OccL^/mfTv^f  Transactioxs-Onlv  One  Amoxg  the  Many 

THAT  UCCLR  Daily  in  All  Parts  of  the  Country  — One  of  His  Innocfnt 

Little  Games  that  He  Don't  Want  the  Law  to  Interfere  Wim 
A  general  passenger  agent  gave  this  bona, fide  transaction  to  a  reporter,  todav  • 

skeiet!rp^Lri;ii;^-^;^:,S^^ 

con  allied  one  coupon  reading,  Mtchison  to  Topeka.'     Now    this  honorable  m 

tne  company  n  In,  issut-d  the  same  to  sustain  a  oss  of  S"5  \o\v  tliis  kV.nlv  nilS 
of  an  almost  innumerable  number  of  wavs  which  the;;  scah^r.  ,  ractferto  hZ 
Nnref;;^tv  ^^rRu^^^'^  f  ""^  fre.,uency  ,vith  which  \he 'Jnt^leMs't*^^' 

The  \  ault  of  a  Scalper  made  to  Disclose  a  deal  of  Rascally 

Inwardness. 

Webb  w^s'taken  Tto  cm^mh'^''''  V'  *'  ''"'^■"-  "^ '''""''  *3.000  worth  of  passes. 
h\m  trtirrec'l^itr^'^tol™  itpem'" '  "'"•""' '"""'  '''■  ^"■^«'-^'  ^^■""•■-'  -^^^^^SU^ 
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street,  and  aftewards  to  the  office  of  AVebb,  in  the  Dime  Savin<rs  Bank.  In  the 
former  place  a  hir^e  number  of  tickets  were  found,  many  of  them  marked  with 
the  '  gate-punch,'  which  goes  to  show  that  they  were  taken  in  some  manner  direct 
from  the  railroad  companies.  A  number  of  additional  tickets  and  passes  were 
also  found  at  Webb's  establishment  secreted  in  various  departments  around  the 
office.  It  is  needless  to  state  that  tlie  larger  number  of  these  passes  were  forgeries. 
One  in  particular,  drawn  in  favor  of  an  alleged  employe  of  the  Chicago  Times,  is 
known  to  be  a  forgery.  When  conveyed  to  the  office  of  the  railroad,  the  passes 
and  tickets,  which  tilled  an  office  basket,  were  sorted  out  and  the  several  com- 
panies represented  communicated  with." 

The  Chicago  Times  of  May  28,  1879,  had  this  to  say  in  regard  to  the  stealing  of 
a  lot  of  annual  passes  belonging  to  Special  Agent  Stuart,  of  the  postotlice  depart- 
ment, and  their  discovery  in  the  office  of  Webb,  a  Chicago  ticket  scalper: 

"wi:bb  is  worsted. 

*'  The  '  Scalper  '  held  to  the  Criminal  Court. 

•'  The  case  of  the  notorious  ticket  scalper,  Webb,  came  up  before  Justice  Wal- 
lace on  yesterday.  Webb,  who  bought  the  forty-three  annual  passes  which  were 
stolen  from  Special  Agent  Stuart,  was  in  court  in  charge  of  an  officer,  as  were 
young  Barrett,  who  purloined  the  passes,  and  one  Wright,  who  'steered'  Barrett 
into  the  hands  of  the  Philistines,  so  to  speak,  where  he  disposed  of  his  plunder. 

"Special  Agent  Stuart  swore  that  he  was  the  owner  of  the  passes,  and  that 
they  were  worth  $4,000,  and  were  sold  to  \\'el)b  for  §2;].  He  then  detailed  his 
search  for  the  property,  and  the  tinal  tinding  of  it  at  Webb's  office." 

From  the  Chicago  "  Times,"  of  April   i  6,    1879. 

THIEVES  AND  SC/ALPEIiS. 

An  old  gentleman,  named  John  B.  Graham,  seventy-one  years  of  age,  and  who 
has  resided  at  Sycamore,  111.,  arrived  in  the  city  on  Monday,  en  route  to  Cincin- 
nati, where  the  remainder  of  his  life  is  to  be  spent,  in  the  kindly  care  of  a  sister. 
His  railroad  ticket  read  via  the  Chicago  <^  North- Western,  Pittsburgh,  Port  Wayne 
&  Chicago  and  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  &  Dayton  lines.  The  old  man  left  tlie  Aladi- 
son  street  depot  of  the  Port  Wayne  road  per  the  eastbound  train,  at  5:15  p.m. 
Before  the  train  had  reached  Twenty-second  street,  a  well  dressed  young  fellow 
entered  the  car  and  asked  Mr.  Graham  if  he  was  sure  his  ticket  was  all  right. 
The  old  gentleman,  not  being  accustomed  to  the  tricks  of  highwaymen  of  this 
stripe,  and  mistaking  the  scoundrel  for  the  conductor  of  the  train,  handed  his 
ticket  to  the  stranger.  The  fellow  fumbled  the  ticket  a  moment,  and,  with  the 
assuring  remark,  "  You  are  all  right,"  returned  the  envelope  to  (iraham,  and 
passed  on  out  of  the  car.  A  little  later,  the  conductor  entered,  and  then  it  was 
discovered  that  the  young  man  had  abstracted  the  ticket  from  the  envelope,  sub- 
stituting therefor  a  bogus  check  for  $910,  made  payable  to  one  Morgan.  The  con- 
ductor transferred  the  old  gentleman  to  an  incoming  train  at  Englewood,  and  his 
destitute  condition  being  made  known  upon  his  arrival  at  the  depot,  he  was  prop- 
erlv  provided  for  by  the  agents  of  the  railroad  company. 

Within  thirty-tive  minutes  from  the  time  the  young  stranger  made  his  appear- 
ance in  the  car',  the  ticket  of  which  the  old  man  had  been  des]>oiled  had  been 
sold  to  a  "  scalper  "  on  Randolph  street  for  $8.  The  thief,  who  is  still  at  large, 
must  have  left  the  train  at  Twenty-second  street  and  struck  out  on  a  bee-line  for 
the  scalping  shop,  since  there  is  proof  that  the  ticket  had  been  sold  to  the  broker 
and  re-sold  by  him  to  one  William  C.  Ct^lumbine,  before  6  o'clock. 

Old  ^Ir.  <araham,  after  remaining  in  the  city  over  night,  was  assisted  to  a  pass- 
age to  Cincinnati.  Columl)ine,  whose  journey  was  interrui)ted  at  the  depot,  and 
Dewey,  the  policeman  who  gobbled  the  ticket,  went  before  Arthur  U.  Kimball, 
notary  public,  and  made  affidavit  to  the  facts  in  the  transaction.  Columbine 
says,  under  oath,  that  he  resides  in  Toledo,  ().;  that,  desiring_  to  visit  Cindnnati, 
he  entered  the  office  of  C.  P.  Morgan,  scalper,  and,  upon  making  known  his  want, 
was  shown  a  ticket,  which  he  purchased,  the  scalper  remarking  that  the  person  of 
wliom  he  had  bought  the  ticket  had  just  gone  out  of  the  office  ;  that  on  reaching 
the  depot  and  {)resenting  the  ticket  to  the  gatekee])er,  it  was  identified  as  the  one 
stolen  a  few  hours  before  from  Graham,  and  that  he  afterward,  in  company  with 
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Officer  Dewey,  visited  the  scalping  office  and  identified  Morgan  as  the  man  who 
had  sold  Inm  the  stolen  ticket. 

Officer  Dewey,  after  making  affidavit  to  the  facts  iterated  bv  Columbine,  said 
he  accompanied  the  latter  to  Morgan's  office  on  vesterdav  inoming,  and  that 
Morgan  recognized  Columbine  as  his  patron  and  procured  for  him,  at  his  own 
expense,  his  passage  to  Cincinnati. 

The  affidavits  relating  to  this  outrageous  transaction  will  be  used  in  the  le^^is- 
lature  at  Springfield  to  defeat  the  i)roposed  repeal  of  the  "  scalpers' "  act. 

In  commenting  on  this  case,  the  Chicago  Evening  Journal  of  Ai)ril  15,  1879. 
says:  '  i  »         . 

"THIEP  AND  SCALPER. 
"Strong   Evidence  Going    to  Show  that   they  are   in   Collision  — A  Ticket 
Stolen  from  an  Old  :Man  Immediately  gets  into  a  Scalper's  Shop. 
"Tlrere  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  there  are  nefarious  ])ractices  goini;  on  in 
this  city  every  day  between  professional  thieves  and  that  class  of  citizens  called 
scalpers,  whose  business  is  to  earn  their  living  bva  process  of  bleeding  railroads 
—  practices  which  point  strongly  to  the  sus]>icion  that  these  two  '  professions  ' 
are  m  collusion,  or,  to  say  the  least,  very  plainly  showing  that  the  '  scalpers ' 
otter  encouragement  to  thieves,  and  furnish   a  medium  for  them  to  dispose  of 
stolen   railroad  tickets,  as   severely   to   be   <leprecated   as  anv   regular  thieves' 
fence.      Especially  does  it  seem  fitting  that  our  state  legislature  should  know 
these  things,  in  order  that  they  may  deal  intelligently  with  the  bill  now  before 
tliem  to  repeal  the  'scalpers'  law,  which,  it  is  understood,  comes  up  for  a  third 
reading  tomorrow. 

/'  A  case  in  point  occurred  only  last  night,  and  no  man  can  read  the  account 
ot  It  and  not  feel  that  a  business  which,  like  the  '  scalpers '  fraternity,  encourages 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  such  atrocious  outrages,  ought  to  be  blotted  out  of 
existence.  • 

"  But  the  point  mo.st  significant  is  that  the  ticket  stolen  at  about  5-25  v  m  at 
Iwenty-second  street,  was  bought  by  the  young  man  at  a  little  after  six.  seemincr 
to  indicate  very  close  connections  between  the  thief  and  the  scalper.  And  what 
18  the  worst  of  it,  is  that  these  things  are  occurring  continually." 

The  Inter  Oceav,  of  April  IG,  1879,  says  of  the  Graham  case  : 

"  THIEVES  AND  SCALPERS. 
"  Their  Intimacy  Doubly  Demonstrated  —  Further  Facts  in  the  Latest  Case. 

"It  is  time  that  our  state  legislature  should  interfere.  If  the  folio  win.'  recital 
sliall  bestir  them,  the  last  poor  victim  of  Chicago  '  scalpers  '  will  not  have  suirered 
in  vaiii.  1  his  case  cannot  but  shed  a  flood  of  light  on  the  real  character  of  the 
movement  now  pending  at  Springfield,  to  repeal  the  'scalpers  '  law,  which  comes 
up  to  Its  third  readiHir.  If  this  last  and  disgustintr  case  does  not  stroipdy  su-^rest 
collusion  between  thieves  an<l  f-ca1pers,  then  evidence  goes  for  little.    "  ^^ 

"  -^  -^  -x-  -;r  *  *  ^.  ^ 

^  ''  ^'ow,  the  disgusting  meanness  of  all  this  is,  that  the  ticket  stolen  at  about 
o:..0  i>.M..  at  1  wenty-second  street,  Mas  safely  on  the  scalpers'  counter  for  sale 
befoiv  SIX.  What  is  to  be  thought  of  such  truly  astonishing  intimacy  and  cooart- 
nership  between  Chicago  thieves  and  Chicago''  scalpers  '  ?  Yet  this  is  onlv  one 
incident  out  of  scores  occurring  here  of  just  such  black  offenses  a-ainst  the  well 
ordering  of  society." 

From  the  Chicago  "Tribune,"  of  April    10,    1879. 
AN  ALLEGED  SWINDLE. 

A  Mrs.  G  AV.  Harrington,  from  Grand  Rapids.  :\Iich.,  savs  that  a  few  weeks 
ago  she  purchased  a  railroad  ticket  from  Mr.  Nat.  Reeves,  of  the  firm  of  Midford 
c\c  Mckenzie,  to  Denver  and  return  for  ^?>i\.  Tlie  ticket  was  made  out  in  the  name 
of  a  Lrentleman,  and  was  a  limited  one,  dated  Man-h  !).  The  time  had  expire<l  })ut 
Mr.  beeves,  she  alleges,  made  it  all  right  bv  placing  a  ''  2  "  in  front  of  the  '"  '>  " 
thus  making  the  date  2<J.  This  lady  says  she  was  told  that  he  liad  authority  to 
do  so.  and  the  fact  that  it  was  in  the  name  of  a  gentleman  would  not  invalidate 
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it  when  used  by  a  lady.  ^Mrs.  Harriiifrton  accepted  the  ticket,  and  started  on  her 
voyage.  She  got  as  far  as  Omaha  without  trouble,  but  west  of  that  point  the 
Union  Pacific  conductor  detected  the  change,  and  refused  to  accept  the  ticket, 
compelling  the  lady  to  pay  her  fare  to  Denver.  Mrs.  Harrin<:ton  had  not  suffi- 
cient money  to  pay  for  her  return  trip,  but  was  passed  on  the  I'nion  l*acilic  upon 
leaving  her  trunk  as  security.  She  arrived  here  yesterday  afternoon,  and  in  com- 
pany with  Ca})t.  Hodsdon,  of  the  Union  Pacific,  went  to  iind  the  scalper  who  had 
sold"  her  the  ticket,  and  get  lier  money  refunded.  They  went  to  Mulford  & 
McKenzie,  on  Clark  street,  which  the  lady  thought  was  the'place  where  the  ticket 
was  purchased,  and  at  once  identified  Mr.  Reeves  as  the  one  who  had  sold 
the  ticket.  She  demanded  her  money  back,  but  it  was  refused  by  the  scalper, 
who  eaid  he  had  to  see  his  lawyer  first.  This  did  not  satisfy  Mrs'.  Harrington, 
and  she  went  at  once  to  the  office  of  a  justice  of  the  i»eace,  and  swore  out  a  war- 
rant against  Mr.  Keeves  for  swindling  and  forgery.  Mr.  Reeves  could  not  be 
found  by  the  constable  last  evening,  but  will  no  doubt  be  arrested  this  morning. 
Mrs.  Harrington  is  a  respectable  lady  of  considerable  grit,  and  she  says  she  is 
determined  to  bring  the  scalper  to  justice.  She  has  taken  cpiarters  at  the  Clifton 
House,  where  she  will  remain  until  the  case  is  decided.  She  will  be  aided  in  the 
prosecution  by  the  Chicago  Railway  Association,  which  will  furnish  the  lawyer 
and  the  means  to  bring  the  case  to  trial. 

From  an  Editorial  in  the  Chicago  "Tribune,"  of  April  i6,  iSyg. 

*'In  another  part  of  this  issue  are  presented  some  facts' relative  to  the  larceny 
of  a  i-ailway  ticket  from  an  over-confiding  traveler  and  the  })romj)t  disposition  of 
the  ticket  by  the  thief  to  a  scalper,  and  its  sale  the  second  time  to  an  innocent 
purchaser,  all  within  an  liour  or  two — facts  which  are  pressed  upon  the  attention 
of  the  Illinois  Legislature  as  having  an  important  bearing  upon  the  pending  bill 
for  the  repeal  of  the  law  prohibiting  scalpers  from  dealing  in  railroad  tickets. 
The  circumstance  here  detailed,  together  with  many  of  the  sanie  sort  that  are  of 
daily  occurrence  at  large  railroad  centers,  demonstrates  the  need  of  the  law  which 
the  scalpers  are  trving  to  have  repealed.  A  system  which  ofi'ers  a  perpetual 
premium  upon  the  stealing  of  railroad  tickets,  by  railroad  employes  or  others, 
should  be  .-abolished  by  law,  and  the  j)enalties  for  the  violation  of  such  a  whole- 
some law  >hould  be  rigidly  enforced.  So  far  from  the  present  law  being  repealed, 
its  provisions  should  be  made  yet  more  stringent, and  these  ticket  'fences'  broken 
up  and  suppressed." 

From  an  Editorial  in  the  Chicago  "Tribune,"  of  April  ig,  1879. 

•'  In  the  notice  yesterday  of  the  proceedings  relating  to  the  robbery  of  a 
granger  of  his  railroad  ticket  at  one  of  the  depots,  the  subsequent  sale  of  the 
ticket  to  a  scalper,  and  the  finding  of  the  stolen  ticket  upon  the  person  to  whom 
the  scal{)er  sold  it,  we  did  injustice  by  intimating  that  the  robbery  was  a  put-up 
job  by  the  railroad  authorities  We  are  assured  that  it  was  an  actual  robbery  by 
a  thief  who  evidently  knew  where  he  could  sell  the  ticket,  and  who  did  sell  it  at 
one  of  the  scalping:  offices.  We  are  further  assured  that  there  is  no  occasion  for 
putting  up  any  job  in  the  matter  of  stealing  railroad  tickets — such  things  are  of 
daily  occurrence;  and  it  is  insisted  on  as  a  fact  that  every  stolen  railroad  ticket 
finds  a  purchaser  at  the  scalping  <^)ffices,  which  ofiier  the  same  inducements  to 
ticket  thieves  that  are  ortered  to  other  thieves  by  the  'fences'  and  other  receivers 
of  stolen  goods.  Stolen  tickets  an'  preferred  l)y  the  scalpers  to  any  other,  because 
the  ticket  thieves,  having  no  other  'fences'  at  which  todisjtoseof  the  i)r(»perty,are 
compelled  to  take  whatever  the  scalpers  choose  to  give  them.  The  profits  on 
stolen  tickets  are,  therefore,  three  times  as  much  as  on  tickets  purchased  of  honest 
holders.  The  rob])ery  of  the  venerable  granger  was  therefore  an  infamous  out- 
rage, and  the  thief  should  be  punished  severely,  and  the  law  should  provide 
ample  protection  to  travelers  by  making  the  sale  of  such  property  when  stolen  an 
impossibility." 
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Copy  of  the   Law  of  the  State  of  Indiana  to   Prevent  the    Selling  of 
Railway   Passenger  Tickets  by  Scalpers: 

Section  1.     Be  it  enacted  l)y  the  General  Assemblv  of  the  State  of  Indiana 
Tliat  it  shall  not  be  lawful,  from  and  after  the  taking  ellect  of  this  act,  for  any 
othcer  or  agent  of  any  railroad  company,  steamboat,  or  other  public  convevance 
of  passengers  f(^r  hire  or  reward,  or  for  the  operator  or  operators,  manager  or 
managers  (or  his  or  their  agent  or  agents),  of  any  such  railroad,  steamboat  or 
other  public  conveyance,  to  issue  or  sell  any  pass,  ticket,  or  coupon  of  a  ticket  or 
certificate  evidem-ing  the  holder's  right  to  travel  over  or  be  transpc)rted  in  or 
upon  such  railroad,  steamboat  or  other  jniblic  conveyance,  subject  to  any  condition 
contained  in  or  endorse(l  npon  or  appended  to  such  pass,  ticket,  coupon  or  certifi- 
cate, whereby  the  liabiliiy  of  such  carrier  shall  be  abridged  or  limited,  or  wherebv 
the  rightsof  the  holder  of  such  pass,  ticket,  coupon  or  certificate  shall  be  decreased 
or  abridged,  unless  such  condition  shall  be  })rinted  in  nonpareil  tv])e,  or  in  tyi^e 
or  characters  as  large  or  larger  than  nonpareil  type.     Anv  such"  ofi'icer,  a-ent 
operator  or  manager,  or  the  agent  of  such  operator  or  manager,  who  shall' violate 
the  provisi(ms  of  this  section  of  the  act,  shall,  u|>on  conviction  thereof,  be  fined 
not  less  than  ten  dollars,  nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars,  for  each  juiss,  ticket 
or  coupon  which  he  shall  issue  or  sell,  contrarv  to  the  provisions  of  this  section  • 
Provided  howtvvr,  that  nothing  herein  shall  be  held  or  construed  to  chan^'e  or 
in  any  manner  alfect  the  law  as  it  now  exists,  regulating  the  liabilitv  of  coinmon 
carriers,  or  to  enlarge  their  right  to  limit,  or  restrict  their  liabilities  on  account  of 
having  such  attempted  limitation  printed,  as  required  by  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  owner  or  owners,  or  operator  or  oper- 
ators, of  every  railroad  and  steamboat  or  other  j-ublic  convevance  lor  the  trans- 
portation of  i)assengers  for  hire,  or  reward,  to  })rovide  each  agent,  who  mav  be 
authorized  to  sell  tickets  or  other  certificates  evidencing  the  rik'ht  of  the  holder 
thereof  to  travel  or  be  transported  upon  such  railroad,  steamboat  or  other  pu])lic 
conveyance,  with  a  certificate,  setting  forth  the  authoritv  of  such  aL'ent  to  make 
such  sales,  which  certificates  shall  be  signed  bv  the  manatring  officer,  and  duly 
attested  by  the  corporate  seal  of  the  owner  or  operator  of  such  railroad  steani- 
boat  or  other  public  conveyance.  ' 

Sec.  :\.   It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  owner  or  owners,  operator  or  operators    of 
every  railroad,  steamboat,  or  other  })ublic  convevance  of  passengers  for  hire  or 
reward,  to  provide  at  eai-h  agency,  for  the  sale  of  tickets,  for  the  redemption  of 
the  whole  of  any  ticket  or  any  part  or  parts,  or  coupon  of  anv  ticket,  which  thev 
may  have  sold,  and  which  the  purcliaser,  for  anv  reason,  shall  not  have  used  at 
the  follovving  rates,  namely  :  where  the  whole  ticket  is  presented  for  redemptii.n 
at  the  lull  price  paid  for  the  same,  and  when  a  part  or  coupon  of  the  ticket  onlv 
IS  presented  for  redemption,  then  the  redemption  shall  be  at  a  rate  which  shall  be 
equal  to  the  difierence  between  the  pri(>e  ])aid  for  the  whole  ticket  and  the  cost 
of  a  ticket  between  the  points  for  which  the  ])art  of  said  ticket  was  actuallv  used  • 
and  the  sale,  by  any  person,  of  the  unused  portion  of  anv  ticket,  otherwise  nmn 
by  the  presentation  of  the  same  for  redemption  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed  to 
be  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  five  dollars 
nor  more  than  fifty  dollars;  P/-oi-;c?rt/,  however,  that  this  act  shall   not   prohibit 
any  person  who  shall  have  purchased  a  ticket  from  an  aj^ent,  authorized   as  bv 
this  act  provided,  with  the  bona  Me  intention  of  travelimr  on  the  same  from 
selling  such  ticket,  or  any  i^art  or  coupon  thereof,  to  anv  other  person   to  be  u«ed 
in  good  faith  by  such  person  in  traveling  over  such  railroad,  or  in  or  upon  such 
steamboat,  or  other  public  conveyance.  f      • 

Sec.  4.  If  any  owner,  operator  or  manager  of  anv  railroad,  steamboat  or  other 
public  conveyance  of  passengers,  or  his  agent,  shall*  violate  anv  of  the  provisions 
ot  the  third  section  of  this  act,  he  shall  be  deemed  guiltv  of  a^misdemeanor  and 
dolhrV'^^'^^'*"  tbereot,  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  ten,  nor  more  than  one  hundred 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  i^erson,  not  possessed  of  the  authoritv 
mentioned  in  the  second  section  of  this  act.  and  not  evidenced  as  therein  pro- 
vided for,  to  se  1,  barter  or  transfer,  within  this  state,  for  anv  consideration 
whatever,  the  whole  or  any  part  of  any  ticket  or  tickets,  passes  of  other  evidence 
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of  the  holder's  title  to  travel  on,  or  be  transported  in,  or  over  anv  railroad,  steam- 
boat or  other  public  conveyanee,  whether  tln'  same  be  situated,  owned  or  operated 
within  or  without  this  state,  except  as  provided  for  in  section  three. 

Sec.  (I.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  agent  who  shall  be  authorized  to  sell 
tickets  or  parts  ot  tickets,  (.r  coupons,  as  is  provided  for  in  the  second  section  of 
this  act,  or  other  evidences  of  the  holder's  title  to  travel  on  anv  railroad,  or  in 
any  steamboat  or  public  convi'yance,  to  keep  liis  certificate  of  authoritv  posted  in 
a  consjncuous  place  in  his  othce,  and  also  to  exhibit  the  same  to  any  })erson 
desirous  of  purciiasiiii:  a  ticket,  or  to  anv  officer  of  tlie  law  who  mav  request  to 
see  or  inspect  such  certificate  of  authorization. 

Sec.  7.  Any  person  who  shall  violate  any  provisions  of  either  the  fifth  or  sixth 
sections  of  this  act,  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof,  be  fined  not  less  than  ten,  nor 
more  than  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  s.  The  {.rovisions  of  this  act  shall  not  applv  to  special,  lialf-fare  or  excur- 
sion tickets. 

Approved  March  9,  1875. 


THE  SUPREME  COURT  OF  INDIANA  DECLARES  THE  ANTI- 
SCALPING   LAW  CONSTITUTIONAL. 


The  above  law  pronounced  constitutional  bv  the  Sui)renie  Court  of  the  State 
of  Indiana.  In  Fry  rs.  The  State  on  Api)eal  from  the  Marion  C'riminal  Circuit 
Court.    6:i  Indiana,  .)o2. 

E.  B.  Duncan,  C.  W.  Smith  and  J.  S.  Duncan,  for  appellant. 

T.  \V.  Woollen,  attorney-general ;  J.  B.  Elam,  prosecuting  attornev  ;  C.  Baker, 
T.  A.  Plendricks,  ().  B.  Ilord  and  A.  W.  Hendricks,  for  the  state. 

The  Supreme  (V)nrt,  Ilowk.  chief  justice,  sets  out  in  full  the  statutes  of  Indiana 
in  reference  to  the  sale  of  tickets  by  scalpers,  and  pronounces  them  constitutional. 
The  court,  in  the  course  of  the  decision,  says: 

"The  indictment  against  the  appellant,  in  this  case,  charged,  in  substance,  that 
the  appellant,  on  the  ;>th  day  of  January,  1879.  at  and  in  the  CVmnty  of  Marion, 
did  then  and  there  unlawfully  barter  and  sell,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  to 
wit,  the  sum  of  ten  dollars,  to  some  person  whose  name  is  to  the  grand  jurors 
unknown, a  railroad  ticket.  *  *  *  Said  Fry  was  not  then  and  there  the  agent 
of  the  railroad,  and  was  not  then  and  there' authorized  to  sell  tickets  or  other 
certificates,  and  he  did  not  then  and  there  have  a  certificate  provided  him  bv  said 
railroad.  settiuLT  forth  his  authority  as  agent  of  said  railroad,  signed  bv  the'man- 
atring  otlicer  of  such  railroad,  and  duly  attested  by  its  corporate  seal":  that  said 
George  W.  Fry  had  not  purchased  said  ticket  'with  a  honn  ride  intention  of 
travelin-jf  on  the  same.  AN'herefore  the  grand  jurors  aforesaid.  up<in  tlieir  oaths 
aforesaid,  do  further  j)resent  and  charee,  that  said  sale  of  said  ticket,  bv  said 
George  W.  F>y,  was  and  is  contrary  to  the  form  of  statute  in  such  case  made  and 
provided,  and  against  the  peace  and  diirnity  of  the  State  of  Indiana." 

In  closing  the  decision,  the  Court  said  : 

"In  the  case  at  bar,  our  conclusion  is  that  the  statute  of  this  state,  above 
quoteil,  is  not  in  conflict  with  th(>  constitution  or  laws  of  the  Ignited  States,  but 
was  a  legitimate  exercise  by  the  state  legislature  of  the  police  powers  of  the 
state.  Therefore,  we  hold  that  no  error  was  committed  by  the  court  bel<jw,  in 
overruling  the  appellant's  motion  to  (|uash  the  indictment.  ' 

''Xo  point  is  presente<l  for  decision,  by  the  ai)pellant's  counsel  in  argument, 
arising  under  the  alleged  error  of  the  court  in  overrulin<jr  the  a ;>])el hint's  motion  for 
a  new  trial.     That  error,  even  if  it  existed,  must  therefore  be  regarded  as  waived. 

"  The  judgment  is  athrmed,  at  the  api)ellant's  costs." 
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Copy  of  An  Ordinance  to  Prevent  the  Handling  of   Railway  Passenger  Tickets 

by  Scalpers  in  the  City  of  Augusta,  Ga. 

From  the  Augusta  (Ga.)  Clironicle,  July  ]!»,  1888. 


AX  ORDIXAX('E, 

To  A77iend  An  Ordhumce  Entitled  "An  Ordinance  to  Fix  the  Annual  and  Specific 
Taxes  of  the  City  of  A  ugusia  on  Business  Occupations  and  Professions  for  the 
Year  1888,  and  to  Provide  for  the  Collection  of  the  Same.  Adopted  December 
30,  1887." 

Section  1.  Beit  ordained  by  the  Citv  Council  of  Augusta,  and  it  is  herebv 
ordained  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that  from  and  after  the  passage  of  tin's 
<Jrdinance,  the  above  recited  Ordinance  be  amended  bv  striking  from  the  eighth 
Item  of  said  Ordinance  the  words:  "And  upon  everv  vendor  of  railroad  tickets, 
whether  located  in  ofhce  or  store  on  the  street." 

Sec.  2.  P,e  it  further  ordained.  That  there  shall  be  added  to  said  Ordinance,  as 
the  ninth  item  thereof,  the  following: 

"Upon  every  vendor  of  railroad  tickets,  whether  located  in  oflice  or  store  or 
on  the  street,  except  the  re})resentatives  of  terminal  roads  at  Augusta,  the  sum 
of  live  Hundred  Dollars  per  day." 

Skc  o.  And  ])e  it  further  ordained,  That  so  much  of  all  Ordinances,  and  parts 
ot  Ordinances,  in  conflict  with  this  Ordinance,  be,  and  the  same  are  herebv 
rejH'aled. 

Done  in  Council,  this  18th  dav  of  Julv,  A.  D.  1888 

ROBT.  H.  MAY,  Mavor. 
Attest:    L.  T.  Blome,  C.  C. 
Augusta,  Ga.,  .July  18,  1888. 


FORGED    RAILWAY  TICKETS. 

In  the  Chicago  Herald,  of  October  1 7,  1 888,  appeared  an  article  on  forged  tickets, 
found  in  scalpers'  ofiices  in  Chicago,  which  began  as  follows: 

"  LEFXTIES  OX  TRAFFIC. 

"Rascai.itv  IX  Ticket  Scalping— The  Brokers'  Offices  Alleged  to  be  to  the 
Railway  1>isiness  what  the  Pawnshops  are  to  Other  Branches 

OF  Trade,  Serving  as  'Fences.' 

The  Herald  recently  published  a  verv  full  account  of  an  attempt  on  the  part 
of  some  ticket  scalpers  to  defraud  the  railwavs  and  the  i)ublic  generallv  bv  a 
forgery  of  railway  tickets,  a  considerable  number  of  which  were  sold  to  scalpers 
in  this  market,  and  some  of  them  res(^ld  by  the  scalpers  to  the  public." 

The  paper  then  ([notes  an  article  from  the  Railway  Age  on  the  same  subject,  in 
which  the  writer  makes  the  following  points  :  '      ' 

."'  ^^y  ^"  these  days  of  the  inter-state  commerce  law,  oppressive  state  railway 
legislation,  arbitrary  rulings  by  the  state  railwav  commissioners,  and  inquiries  of 
foreign  and  other  stockholders  into  the  management  of  American  raihvavs,  I 
have  thought  that  it  might  be  a  ju'oper  question  for  the  managers  of  our  railwavs 
to  ask  their  own  oHicials  and  themscdves  whv  are  such  leeches  as  the  ticket  scalpers 
of  the  United  States  left  to  fatten  upon  the  body  politic  of  railway  management. 

'''2d.  The  fact  that  a  forged  railwav  ticket  could  find  a  purchaser.  Xo  one 
supposes  that  for<ied  railway  tickets  are  issued  bv  the  railwav  companies,  and 
there  could  lie  no  sale  for  them  bv  the  parties  Avho"forged  them",  except  thr»uudi 
some  agency  like  the  ticket  scalper.  In  a  recent  trial  of  a  case  of  this  character 
in  one  of  the  higher  courts,  one  of  the  best  known  criminal  lawyers  of  the 
country  stated  to  the  judge  that  the  ticket  scalper's  oflice  afforded  the  same  kind 
of  a  '  fence  "  for  the  sale  of  stolen  or  forged  railwav  tickets  that  the  {.awnbroker's 
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shop  did  for  the  sale  of  silverware,  <-lothincr,  etc.,  and  that  if  there  were  no  ticket 
seaipers  ottices  there  would  be  no  inducement  whatever  for  anyone  to  steal  or 
lorjre  railway  tickets. 

•  "i ''^^^;.?^'^'  irreparable  injury  that  is  done  the  railways  of  the  country  in  the 
minds  ot  the  public  by  such  disreputable  and  dishonest  transactions.  The  piil>lic 
^enerallv,  and  particularly  that  portion  of  it  which  is  not  thoroughly  versed  in 
the  conduct  of  railway  trathc,  suj.pose  that  the  railways  themselves  are  to  blame 
lorall  transactions  .,f  this  character,  and  that  if  not  done  bv  the  railway  a-ents 
tneniselves  It  is  by  their  permission,  and  it  is  not  infrequently  the  occurrence 
that  the  scalper  Irads  the  passen-er  to  believe  that  he  is  the  re<rular  a^rent  of  the 
railway  company,  and  that  he  is  simply  transactiuL'  the  business  for  them  In 
some  eases  this  may  be  the  truth,  but  of  course  no  railway  company  ever  authcr- 
izea  a  scalper,  or  anyone  else,  to  sell  or  issue  a  forged  or  stolen  ticket  ' 

'The  pertinent  .piestion  which  the  public,  as  well  as  the  stockholders,  have  a 
rignt  to  a.<k,  Ls:  H.,w  long  do  the  railways  intend  to  tolerate  a  state  of  things 
wiiicli  makes  swindling  of  this  character  possible?  " 


The   Law  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to    prevent  the  sale  of  Railroad 

Tickets  by   Scalpers. 


AX  ACT 

To  Prevent  Frauds  upon  Travelers. 

WHEREAS,  Xumerous  frauds  have  been  practiced  upon  unsuspecting  trav- 
elers, by  means  of  the  sale,  by  unauth(^rized  persons,  of  railway  and  other 
tickets;  and  also  upon  railroads,  and  other  corporations,  by  the  fraudulent  use 
ot  ticket.s,  in  violation  of  the  contract  of  their  purcha.se;  now,  therefore,  with 
the  view  of  preventing  and  punishing  such  frauds. 

SEmoN  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Common- 
icealth  of  Feimsiilvama  m  General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is  heref»i  enacted  by  anthoritu 
oj  the  same  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  owner  or  owners  ofanv  railroad,  .steam- 
Ooat,  or  other  conveyance  for  the  transportation  of  ])assengers,*  to  i)rovide  each 
agerit,  who  maybe  authorized  to  sell  tickets  or  other  certificates,  entitling'  the 
holder  to  travel  upon  any  railroad,  steamboat,  or  other  public  convevancerwith 
acertihcate  setting  forth  the  authority  of  such  agent  to  make  such  sales-  which 
certiticate  shall  be  duly  attested  by  the  corporate  seal,  if  such  there  be,  of  the 
owner  of  such  railroad,  steamboat,  or  other  public  conveyance;  and.  also  by 
the  signatures  of  the  owner,  or  officer,  whose  name  is  signed  uikju  the  tickets  or 
coupons  which  such  agent  may  sell. 

Sec.  2.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  anv  person  not  possessed  of  such 
authority  so  evidenced,  to  sell,  barter,  or  transfer,  for  anv  considcsration  whatever, 
the  wliole  or  any  part,  of  any  ticket  or  tickets.  i)a.^ses,  or  other  evidences  of  the 
hohlers  title  to  travel  on  any  railroa<l.  steamboat,  or  other  public  convevance 
wfietfier  the  same  be  situated,  operated,  or  owne<l,  within  or  without  the  limits  of 
tills  (  ommonwealth. 

Sec.  3  That  any  jM^rson  or  persons  violatiuir  the  provisions  of  the  second 
section  of  this  act,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  liable 
to  he  punished  hyaline  not  exceeding  five  hundred  d(. liars,  and  by  imprison- 
ment not  exceeding  one  year,  or  either  or  both,  in  the  <liscretion  of  the  court  in 
winch  such  person  or  persons  shall  l)e  convicted. 

Sec.  4.  That  it  shall  be  the  dutv  of  every  agent  who  shall  be  authorized  to 
sell  tickets,  or  parts  of  tickets,  or  other  evidences  of  the  liolder's  title  to  travel, 
to  exhibit  to  any  person  desiriiii:  to  pur/'hase  a  ticket,  or  to  anv  ollicer  of  the  law 
who  mav  re.|uest  him.  the  certiticate  of  his  authority  thus  t()  sell,  snd  to  keep 
said  certiticate  posted  in  a  conspicuous  place  in  his  ohice,  for  the  information  of 
travelers. 

Sec.  5.  That  it  shall  l)e  the  duty  of  the  nwnev  or  owners  of  railroad,  steam- 
boat, and  other  public  conveyances,  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  the  whole, 
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Zv^K^inrl!'''''^'''''    f  ''""-^  ^'^'^\  ^'    ^''^''^^'  ^^    ^^'^y  ""'^y  ^^^-^^   sold,  as    the 

pui   hasei,  for  any  reason,  has  not  used  and  does  not  desire  to  use,  at  a  late  which 

heciit^/f  t  V^.'i^;^^™^'.1  ^'''''''''  ^1^^  price  paid  for  the  whole  ticket  and 
the  cost  of  a  ticket  l)etween  the  points  for  which  the  proportion  of  said  ticket 

Serofhe^u^f^li  ^"^  '^11  '"^'  ^^'  any  person,  of  the  uJiused  portion  oV^w 
yi(k  Vorb^hf  «  ;•''  ^>\ the  presentation  of  the  same  for  redemption,  as  pro- 
•u  t  m!?«  ,  11  K  '"^'''i''  f'^'^K^l  ^^^^^<^  to  be  a  violation  of  the  i.rovision.s  of  this 
«h;i;  nJ  be  P'lnished  as  IS  hereinbefore  provided.  [Provided,  *That  this  act 
a  hoH?.dCt;-'^  any  person  who  has  purchased  a  ticket  from  any  agent 
authoiized  by  this  act  with  the  bona  fid'-    intention  of  traveling  up..n  the  <ame 

upon  the  sfm'e.T  ''"''  "'  '''"  '"'"'  ''  '"''  '''^'''  ^''■'""'  ''  ''''^'  P---  t-vels 
*rroviso  amende'!  by  the  Act  printed  below. 

JOHN  CESSNA, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
GEORGE  V.  LAWRENCE, 
Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

an/sixty-th'ree^''  ^'""^^  "^^^  ""^  ^^'^'''  ^^'"'''  ■^^''"''"'  ^"^  thousand  eight  hundred 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 

trn;^pW.''l''"''''''^'i'7?^'®-Pyi!T*'  "'  '^^^'t^^"  ^^'®  o^  a"  a<^t  to  prevent  frauds  upon 
d^edind  sS^yX^^  "''  •'       ^^^'''  ^^"""^  ^''"'""  one  thousand  eight  hun- 

>rJ!h"^pl'  ^f  ''  ^^(^9f'<Jh  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatiues  of  the  Common- 
on      .I/Zt^^^^^^^^  ^^'•''''^^  ^'''^]^^'hrmet,and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  authority 

oJ  the  same,  That  the  proviso  in  section  live  of  an  act  to  ifrevent  frauds  upon 

In^l  fnd  STT"^  '^'  "^"""^T^  ''^^^y'  ^^'^"^  ^""^^"^  one^housand  eJglit  Zn 
rt'  d  ■"  follow;     p"^'  ^f  T'^^!^'?  ff"'^  ^'  H'^^y  ^"^'ended  so  that  the  same  shall 
mtrlh^u^^^^^^^^  ^^'''^  ^^"'  '''^  '^^''^"  "^t  prohibit  any  penson  who  has 

FXt  tinn  nP  V  r  "^'^  any  agent,  authorized  by  this  act,  with  the  boua  tide 
intent  on  of  traveling  upon  the  same  the  whole  distance  between  the  i.oints 
tT^t  so/rt? ^'  '""''^  ticket,  from  selling  the  unused  part  of  the  same  to  the  4i  pan^^^ 
m^ip?l        1-  ''^^"V'/:^"^l  '^«ball  be  the  duty  of  the  said  company  to  pay  for  Inch 

the  amoCf  r^  \r  '''^'\  ^^l^^^f  ^^^^"^'^  between  the  actual  fkre  to  point  use<l  and 
ine  amount  paid  for  such  ticket. 

w.  ]<:lli()tt, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representative.^. 
JAS.  S.  RUTAN, 
Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

and\e™itv'-twa  ^^''^^'  "^'"'^  ""^  ^^'"^'  '^""^  ^^''^^^"  "^"^  thousand  eight  hundred 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 

OPINION    OF    JUDGE    LUDLOW    DECLARING    THE    PENNSYLVANIA 
"ACT  TO  PREVENT  FRAUDS  UPON  TRAVELERS" 

CONSTITUTIONAL 


In  the  opinion  delivered  by  Judge  James  R.  Ludlow  in  the  Court  of  (Marter 
sessions,  I  hiladelphia,  December  4, 1880  (in  which  he  decides  that  the  Act  to  Pre- 
ven  iM-auds  upon  Travelers,  passed  by  the  General  Assembv  of  the  Common- 
^^ealth  of  I  ennsylvania,  (juoted  herein,  is  constitutional  and  valid),  the  following 
language  is  used  :  o 

sarv  to  decidi^w'f'l^r'^  take  of  this  case  and  of  the  facts  proved,  it  is  unneces- 

seini.in'leticke    bo    V^  may  restrict  the  right  of  an  individual  to 

a  angle  ticket  bought  here  or  in  another  state,  and  make  it  criminal  for  that 
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J.^fi'l!i?i-\  ^?  •^''  '^?L  "'"'"^  ""V^^^  reasoninc:  whicli  follows  may  apply  to  such  a 
case   but  that  is  not  the  cause  <leveloped  by  the  evidence,  for  here  the  testimony 

ffL  „T'i  i"'f-':'^">'  V'^'x'^^^  "^^^  *'"^  ''■'"•  ^^'^^  established  a  ftw.smm  in  l*hiladelphia, 

kLl'1  ""  -^^'"^  ''^  '''^''''^'  '^  ^^  ^^"'^^^^^  ^"  railroad  tickets;  he  is,  in  fact,  a  ticket 

oroKor. 

^f /)'  ^'i'  it  Js  said  that  this  law  abridoes  the  privilejjes  and  immunities  of  citizens 
^FfV-  V'l-  'V^^f  f  •  L  ^*""  ^^'"^  ^^''^^  admitted  here,  what  privile-e  or  immunity 
?/i  VV",^"^^,"*^-^!'^  has  been  abridged?  His  right  to  establish  a  certain  business, 
\Uiu:h  the  le-islature  has  <leclared  to  be,  in  the  preamble,  the  cause  of '  numerous 
trauds,  has  been  curtailed,  and  it  may  be  destroyed,  but  is  this  an  abridgment  of 
immunity  or  priyile-e  '  within  the  meaning  oY  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
..lates .  in  a  state  of  nature  a  man  may  establish  anv  business  injurious  to  health 
ne  pleases;  he  may,  unless  restrained  somehow,  destroy  at  will  all  who  deal  with 
mm  in  a  state  of  nature  men  may  store  guni)Owder  in  dangerous  places,  sell 
tainted  niea,  liquor  without  inspection  and  license,  set  up  gambling  houses  and 
nouses  ot  ilMiune  and  do  numerous  other  acts  which  any  thinking  man  may 
imagine;  but  ciyilized  men  living  under  a  benign  governiuent  easily  recognize 
the  principle  that  rights  and  duties  are  reciprocal,  and  that  these  may  grow  out 
01  the  verv-  tact  that  men  surrender  a  portion  of  their  natural  rights  in'order  that 
tWl"^'^"^'         ^*^«*^t''^^"  1"  civilized  countries  under  a  common  rule  of  action  called 

"  J?^^t  it  is  arguecl  that  the  act  of  Assembly  impairs  the  obligation  of  a  contract, 
ine  ticket  sold  in  this  case  was  simply,  at  best,  the  evidence  of  a  contract,  and 
not  the  contract  itself.  For  convenience  these  tickets  have  been  introduced,  and 
the  person  who  presents  the  ticket  exhibits  a  card  in  the  nature  of  a  receipt ; 
before  this  ticket  was  sold  the  act  of  Assembly  was  passed,  and  when,  therefore, 
thecontractitsi^f  was  nuule.  this  defendant  must  be  presumed  to  have  known 
that  to  contract  with  any  one  who  was  not  an  authorized  agent  of  the  company 
which  had  sold  the  ticket  was  a  criminal  act. 

Ar  "."^^^.^'^^t  point  made  and  ably  argued  by  the  learned  counsel  for  defendant, 
Mr.  llephurn,  will  develop  the  true  j)rinciple  upon  which  this  law  must  be  sus- 
tained, and  vvill  moreover  develop  and  illustrate  the  admirable  manner  in  which, 
upon  a  true  interpretation  of  the  law.  the  Constitution  of  the  Unitid  States  and 
the  sovercKjn  authority  of  the  individual  states,  may  not  only  be  harmonized,  but 
made  effective,  under  our  delicate  and  complicated  system  of  government. 
_  •  By  Article  X  of  the  amendments  to  the  C«»nstitution  of  the  Cnited  States,  it 
isexpressly  provided. 'That  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  rnite<l  States  bv 
the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  states,  are  reserved  to  the  states 
respectively  or  to  the  people.' 

^' In  the  ca.se  of  the  Railroad  Company  r.s\  TInsen,  5  Otto,  4<)5,  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  I  nited  States  declares:  '  We  admit  that  the  deposit  in  (^.ngress  of 
the  power  to  regulate  foreign  commerce,  and  commerce  among  the  states,  was  not 
a  surrender  of  that  which  may  properly  ])e  denominated  police  i»ower.  What 
that  pr)\yer  is  it  is  difficult  to  define  with  sharp  jn-ecision.  It  is  generally  said  to 
extend  to  niakmg  regulations  ]>roniotive  of  domestic  order,  morals,  health  and 
safety.  *     *     It  may  be  admitted  that  the  police  power  of  a  state  justilies  the 

adoption  of  precautionary  measures  against  .social  evils.  Under  it  a  state  may 
legLslate  to  {U'event  the  spread  of  crime,  pauperism,  or  disturbance  of  the  peace.' 
No  state  legislature  may  with  impunitv  interfere  with  the  power  which  Con- 
gress po.ssesses '  to  regulate  commerce  witirfbreiu'u  nations  and  among  the  .several 
shites.'  Why?  Because  this  power  has  been  directly  veste<l  in  Coiigress  bv  the 
several  states  and  the  ])eople  thereof. 

"  Any  obstacle  to  commerce,  or  burden  laid  upon  it,  is,  bv  the  authority  of  the 
feupreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  from  the  leading  case  of  Gibbons  ix  Ogdeii, 
9  U  heaton,  1,  to'the  present  time,  unconstitutionaland  void.  To  fall,  however 
within  the  prohibition,  the  law  must  be  an  obstacle  or  a  burden  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  <V)urt  of  the  United  States. 

"Can  it  be  contended  that  a  law  which  prohibits  that  which  has  become  a 
fruitful  source  of  crime  is  an  obstacle  or  burden  to  commerce  between  the 
states  ? 

*'The  law,  in  effect,  declares  that  the  railroad  companies,  as  common  carriers, 
shall  exercise  their  franchises  subject  to  a  dutv,  to  wit.  the  repurchase  of  unused' 
tickets,  but  for  reasons  of  public  policy,  no  unauthorized  agent  shall  sell  these 
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tickets  to  any  one.     How  does  this  limitation  or  restriction  hinder  transportation 
of  either  men  or  things,  and  '  transportation  (as  has  been  said)  is  essential  to 
commerce,  or  rather  it  is  commerce  itself.'    See  Railroad  Company  vs.  Husen 
supra.  ^     "  » 

"The  law  does  not  prohibit  the  sale  of  tickets  at  all,  but  only  limits  the  rhdit 
to  authorized  agents  ot  the  company,  and  compels  the  common  carrier— that"" is 
the  company— to  repurchase.  To  prove  that  the  power  exercised  in  this  instance 
by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  is  in  no  just  and  legal  sen.se  such  a  regulation 
ol_  commerce  between  the  states '  as  to  impinge  upon  any  provisions  in  the  Con 
stitution  of  the  United  States,  is  not  only  to  answer  the  last  objection  made  to 
this  act,  but  to  develop  the  principle  which  sustains  this  and  kindred  laws 

MVe  have  already  adverted  to  the  fact,  that  there  resides  in  every  common- 
wealth a  fundamental  right  to  protect  her  citizens. 

"  In  Railroad  Company  vs.  Husen,  supra,  it  was  said, '  We  admit  that  tije 
deposit  in  Congress  of  the  power  to  regulate  foreign  commerce,  and  commerce 
among  the  states,  was  not  a  surrender  of  that  wdiich  may  properly  be  denom- 
inated police  power.'  .    ir     r-      j 

"The  principle  thus  admitted  is  founded,  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
fetates,  in  the  rights  reserved  to  the  states  and  the  people  thereof,  and  it  has  not 
only  received  the  sanction  of  the  highest  court  under  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  but  that  sanction  has  been  emphasized  in  the  Slau'diter-hou.se 
cases  16  Wal.,  83  where  the  majority  of  the  court  firmly  maintained  the  ri^^ht  of 
the  state  under  the  Constitution. 

"The  power  to  create  a  police  regulation  then  resides  in  the  state,  and  in  the 
state  alone.  Has  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  exercised  her  ricrlit  to  declare 
what  shall  become  a  constitutional  police  regulation  with  reference'^to  the  sale  of 
unused  railroad  tickets,  as  a  business,  to  be  transacted  bv  brokers  throu^diout  the 
commonwealth,  or  has  a  law  been  enacted  which  establishes  a  monopolv*? 

"  It  would  be  useless  to  refer  to  a  multitude  of  acts,  already  upon  the  statute- 
book,  m  which  this  power  has  been  used. 

"The  learned  Assistant  District  Attorney,  Mr.  Ker,  referred  in  detail  to  at  least 
fifteen  or  twenty  laws,  all  of  them  analogous  in  principle  to  the  law  now  under 
consideration.  It  would  also  be  a  mere  afl^ectation  of  learning  to  cite  from  the 
reported  decisions  of  the  ITnited  States  Supreme  Court,  case  after  case  in  which 
the  right  of  a  state  to  enact  laws  in  principle  identical  with  the  law  now  l^efore 
the  court  has  been  affirmed.  Already  we  have  in  this  opinion  referred  toopinions 
which,  in  our  judgment,  rule  this  cause. 

"  It  i.s  enough  now  to  say,  that  in  the  ca.se  reported  as  the  Slaughter-house 
case  aiid  cited  supm,  the  doctrines  pronounced  bv  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  states  not  only  embrace  a  cause  like  the  one  now  before  this  court  but  cro 
much  beyond  it.  ihat  great  cause  did  not  decide  that  a  monopoly  n/iaht  be 
created,  but  that  a  commonwealth  might  do  that  which  was  demanded  for  the 
public  welfare. 

"  In  the  argument  of  this  cause  it  was  publicly  stated,  by  the  learned  gentle- 
man, Mr.  Mac\  eagh  who  assi-sted  the  District  Attorney,  that  lai-e  numbers  of 
tickets  had  been  stolen  from  emigrants  going  West,  before  the  trains  had  passed 
Harrisburg;  other  tickets  which  had  expired  by  limitation  of  time  had  been  sold 
to  Ignorant  and  unsusi)ecting  victims,  while  the  conductors  upon  the  road  were 
daily  importuned  l)y  the  agents  of  brokers  to  sell  to  them  unused  tickets,  thus 
presenting  a  teniptation  to  otherwise  honest  men  to  become  plunderers  of  the 
stockholders  of  this  road. 

T.nf'TV''''"^*^^/'*''"''''"^'''^,^^'^^^  facts,  and  express  no  judgment  upon  them, 

but  I  have  a  right  to  assume  that  reasons  based-  upon  such  facts  were  i^resented 

to  the  legislature,  and  that,  influenced  by  these  reasons  thus  presented,  the  le<ds- 

K  effi.'?  ?^'^  Vi-^^''r''i?  ^'V^"^^'',  detrimental  to  good  moVals,  and  as  bacf  in 

Assend^Vhr"'^ '"^^'^'^l^^  ^'"Z?"^  ^"  ^^'^  H^'ht,  the  preamble  to  this  act  of 
Assembly  has  an  incisive  force.     That  preamble  reads  thus  • 

hv  m^l\^?^?'.l'  ^'''I'^f''''''  ^''^^"d^  l}'^^'e  been  practiced  upon  unsuspecting  travelers 
afso  nnon  r.n  n  ^/^«  ^^^  ""authorized  persons  of  railway  and  other  tickets,  and 
vnNfV'  f;/^^ads  and  other  corporations,  by  the  fraudulent  use  of  ticke  s,  in 
Molation  of  the  contract  of  their  purchase,'  Sec,  Sec.  t    ti  , 

fhp  t,Vt^f"^nf  l"""^  f^^^''''  ^TF  '^""""-^  '^  appeared  in  evidence  that,  in  addition  to 
the  ticket  purchased  from  Altoona  west,  this  defendant  sold  a  pass,  which  had 
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been  iriyen  to  an  enip]oy(' of  the  road  to  enable  liim  to  travel  from  Altoona  to 
Philadelphia  a.d  retnrn.  This  employe  tindin^r  hi.  services  war  t'There  so  the 
l^Zl^e:'''"'  ^-^-<i-^t,  who  in  turn  sold  it  to  the  purSIa^^r  wIS  tesUHed 

"A  double  fraud  was  thus  perpetrated  —  one  bv  this  defendant   who   knew 
exact  V  wha    he  bou<rht  and  afterward  sol.l,  and  the  other  by  the  employe  who 
mu^ht  have  been  saved  from  this  perpetration  of  a  fraud  upon  the  stoThXlei.  of 
this  coinpany  bu     for  the  temptation    held  out  to  him  by  this  .lefendan        VVe 
havenoth.n^^  to  do  with  the  wisdom  of  this  act  of  Assembly.     Ulth     he 'facts 
however  before  me,  it  is  not  ditilcult  to  understand  why  the  legislative  demrt 
ment  of  the  ..overnment  determined  that  the  time  had  urrivelThera  bus  ness 
which  produced  result^  such  as  have  been  specified,  should  be  utterly  des^oved 
and  by  a  police  regulation,  it  has  been  declared  to  be  a  criminal  act  to  estabbsh  a 
brokerage  business  in  the  sale  of 'the  whole  or  any  part  of  any  ticket  or  tickets 


SOME  OF  THE   PHILADELPHIA  AND    BALTIMORE   PAPERS  ON  THE 
BUSINESS  OF  RAILWAY  TICKET  SCALPING. 

fh  J^l  f^^llowing  are  extracts  from  the  comments  of  the  eastern  papers  regarding 

ilb/rfw[fifn^V'''^^?'■^•^'''?•^;'''''  "^'^'^  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  vl 
Albert  W  ilson,  the  notorious  ticket-scalper,  in  which  Wilson  was  convicted  and 
sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  .-'200  and  to  un<lergo  an  imprisonment  of  four  months. 

From  the   "Times,"   December  5,    1880. 

Judge  Ludlow's  opinion  in  the  case  of  the  railroad  ticket-scalper,  Wilson 
clearly  lays  down  the  law  as  between  the  rights  of  the  holders  of  tickets  the  rail- 
road c-ompanies,  and  the  general  public.  It  sets  the  seal  of  judicial  condemnation 
upon  the  pestiferous  class  of  ticket  speculators,  and  stam{)s  uix.n  tl^eir  business 
the  brand  of  illegality,  if  not  of  absolute  fraud.  The  subject  is  one  of  very  great 
interest  to  all  who  have  occasion  to  travel  on  our  numerous  railroad  lines 'and  it 
IS  txD  be  hoped  the  lesson  will  not  be  lost  upon  them.  The  ticket-scalper  'should 
in  future  be  shunned  and  given  as  wide  a  berth  as  possible. 

From  the   "Press."    December  G,    1880. 

The  Scalper  ScALPED.-Iii  the  case  of  the  Commonwealth  vs.  Albert  Wilson 

the  notorious  ticket-scalper,  Judge  Ludlow,  on  Saturday,  in  tlie  Quarter  Sessions 

delivered  an  opinion  sustaining  the  constitutionalitv'of  the  law  known  as  the 

iicket-scalping_  Act.       He  then  sentenced  Wilson  to  pay  a  fine  of  $200  and  to 

undergo  an  imprisonment  of  four  months. 

From  the   "North  American,"  December  6,    1880. 

The  railroad  officials  who  have  worked  so  hard  to  do  away  with  the  under- 
ground traffic  m  railroa.l  tickets,  have  gained  a  great  point  in  securing  a  decla- 
ration ol  tiie  constitutionality  of  tlie  act  prohibiting  such  a  trafiic. 

The  Ticket-Scalper.— Decision-  of  Judge  Ludlow  —  Wilson  sevtexcfd  to 
FOUR  MONTHS.— Judge  Ludlow,  on  Saturday,  sentenced  Albert  Wilson  the  ticket- 
sea  per,  to  pay  a  fine  of  s200,  and  to  undergo  an  imprisonment  of  four  months 
Wilson  fiad  pleaded  -uilty,  but  on  Saturday  week  the  case  came  before  his  honor 
lor  argument  upon  the  question  whether  the  act  upon  which  AVilson  was  indicted 
was  constitutional  or  not. 

Tbe  decision  made  by  Judge  Ludlow  is  against  Wilson,  and  in  favor  of  the 
constitutionality   of    the   act.     Judge    Ludlow's    decision    is  a    very   long  and 
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exhaustive  one.  He  holds  that  fraud  having  been  perpetrated  upon  unsuspecting 
people  by  ticket-scalping,  the  legislature  had  the  right  to  pass  a  law  authorizing 
any  police  legislation  to  break  it  up.  *= 

From  the  "Sunday   Republic,"    December  5,   1880. 

A  .The  Ticket-Scalper  Sextenxed.- Yesterday  morning,  Judge  Ludlow  sentenced 
Albert  A\  ilson,  the  celebrated  ticket-scalper,  to  pay  a  fine  of  1^200  and  to  under-o 
an  imprisonment  of  four  months.  Wilson  had  plead  guilty,  but  his  couns'el 
argued  that  the  act  preventing  ticket-scalping  was  unconstitutional  The  consti 
tutionality  of  the  law  was  argued  upon  yesterday  week,  and  yesterday  Judge 
Ludlow  gave  his  decision,  in  which  he  held  that  fraud  haying  been  perpetrated 
upon  unsuspecting  people  by  ticket-scalping,  the  legislature  had  the  right  to  pass 
a  law  authorizing  any  police  regulation  to  break  it  up.  ^ 

From  the   "Evening   Bulletin,"    December  6,   1880. 

Judge  Ludlow's  learned  opinion  upon  the  ticket-scalping  business,  which  we 
published  at  great  length  on  Saturday,  adds  another  high  judicial  sanction  to  the 
principles  which  enable  state  legislatures  to  protect  the  railroad  corporations  bv 
constitutional  laws,  with  such  police  regulations  as  will  prevent  one  of  the  n'lost 
trou  )lesome  fnvms  of  railroad  robbery.  The  way  of  the  ticket-scalper  was  already 
hard  and  Judge  Ludlow  s  decision  will  make  it  harder.  His  position  on  the 
bench  of  lennsylvania  is  one  of  commanding  weight  and  infiuence  and  the  fact 
that  he  entered  upon  the  trial  of  this  case  with  anvtliing  but  a  predisposition  to 
lavor  the  views  of  counsel  for  the  Commonwealth  adds  greatly  to  the  y  due  of  the 
conclusionsoclearly  stated  in  this  able  paper.  '  ^  01  me 

The  illegal   trade  in  railroad   tickets  and   passes  has  grown  to  dimensions 
seriously  afiecting  the  interests  of  the  companies,  and  the  Legislature  of  Penn 
sylvania,  111  passing  a  stringent  law  for  their  protection,  has  also  done  that  service 
to  the  morals  of  the  community  that  is  involved  in  the  breaking  up  of  dishonesty 
and  rescahtv.    There  are  plenty  o-f  nominally  respectable  men  whose  business 
morals  are  loose  enough  to  make  them  easy  patrons  of  the  ticket-scalpin-"  busi- 
ness;  nienwho  need  to  be  carefully  watched  in  all  their  business  transactions 
Ihe  law  does  well  whenever  it  takes  out  of  the  way  anv  of  the  temptations  thit 
help  to  lower  and  obscure  the  moral  senses  of  men ;  wliile  it  punishes  the  n^c'il 
It  improves  and  elevates  the  conscientiousness  of  the  public  at  large     Judge 
Ludlovv  has  laid  down  the  law  in  no  uncertain  terms,  and  his  clear  and  vicrorous 

nSSnTisTaUtv'      ""  ^^"^  ^"^  ^'^"^^  "^'  ^^'^  ^^^^^'  ^^^  ^^^''''  t^o^^'^^^some  form  of 
From  the  "Baltimore  American,"   December  9,  1880. 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  secured  the  conviction,  in  a  Philadelphia 
court,  on  Saturday,  under  the  state  law,  of  a  ticket-scalper,  who  was  fined  1^00 
and  sen  enced  to  four  months'  imprisonment.    The  law  forbids  the  establishment 
of  a  brokerage  business  in  the  sale  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  any  ticket  or 
tickets,  passes,  or  other  evidence  of  the  holder's  title  to  travel  on  any  railroad 
steamboat,  or  public  conveyance.    The  defense  raised  was  that   this  'law  is  in 
violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  one  particular  pcint  bein- that 
It  interferes  with  the  right  of  Congress  to  regulate  comlnerce  between  the  slates 
Judge  Ludow  overruled  the  defense  on  every  point,  and  very  strongly  denou   ced 

InltT^l^l^^^^SI'^^Slii^g^^^^^^"^  ''  "  ''^'''^^^'^  '^  ^-^  --^^  -^  ^^^ 
From  the   "Railway  World,"   December  11,    1880. 

T,.  J,^\^^'^l-^^['™-^'^'^'^^^^G  Law  OF  Pennsylvania  Declared  Constitutional  — 
In  tbe  Court  of  (Quarter  Sessions  of  Philadelphia,  on  December  4  Jud4  LmUow 
filed  an  elaborate  opinion  in  the  case  of  the  Commonwealth  r.  \ Ibeft  A^"ls(^ 
charged  with  ilegally  conducting  the  business  of  selling  railway  pa^enger  tickets' 
The  accused  based  his  defense  on  the  ground  that  the  law  of  Penn'y  vania 
forbidding  such  transactions  was  unconstitutional,  but  the  plea  has  been  ox^r^ 

,ni^V  nf- f '''^^'^  ^^"^y*^^'' V:V'  ^^"^^  Wilson  $2(10  and  sentenced  liim  to  an  im   rison- 
nient  of  four  months.    Wilson's  counsel  contended  that  the  anti-ticket-sialping 
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law  abridges  the  privileojes  and  imniiinities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  but 
Jmlge  Ludlow  holds  that  the  abridgment  of  the  right  to  establish  a  business 
which  ihe  legislature  has  declared,  in  the  preamble  of  the  anti-ticket-soalpiuc. 
law,  to  be  a  cause  of  numerous  frauds,  is  ''  not  in  conflict  with  the  Federal  Con*^ 
stitution,  because  it  comes  within  the  legal  principle  that  while  a  man  ha«  a 
perfect  right  to  acquire  and  possess  property  of  everv  kind,  yet  he  is  at  the  same 
time  subject  to  the  restraints  that  the  government  mav  prescribe  for  the  <'eneral 
good."  "  ^ 

The  allegation  that  the  act  impairs  the  obligations  of  a  contract  wa^  also 
declared  to  be  untenable.  The  decision  discusses  statements  made  durin<r  the 
argument  of  the  case  by  counsel  for  the  prosecution,  that  tickets  had  been  stolen 
from  emigrants  going  West;  that  other  tickets  which  had  expired  by  limitation 
of  time  had  been  sold  to  unsuspecting  purchasers,  and  that  conductors  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  had  frequently  been  importuned  bv  agents  of  brokers  to 
sell  them  unused  tickets;  and  it  forcibly  states  that  in  view  of  such  facts  the 
legislature  acted  within  its  legitimate  province  in  detcrminim'-  that  a  business 
winch  produced  such  results  should  be  prohibited,  and  that  any  attempt  to  estab- 
lish a  brokerage  business  in  the  sale  of  tickets  could  properly  be  declared  to  be  a 
criminal  act.  m ■■ 

The  result  of  the  decision  in  this  case  has  been  awaited  with  considerable 
interest  in  various  portions  of  the  Union,  where  similar  prosecutions  are  contem- 
plated, or  where  new  legislation  intended  to  abolish  ticket-sr'alping  has  been 
proposed.  The  decision  will,  therefore,  tend,  in  numerous  localities,  to  break  up 
the  fraudulent  practices  that  frequently  grow  out  of  ticket-scalpinir  operations 
and  to  promote  the  interests  of  railway  companies  and  of  the  public'^bv  confiniiu' 
the  sale  of  railway  tickets  to  the  duly  authorized  agents  who  are  the  onlv  parties 
that  can  properly  participate  in  that  business.  The  principle  is  universallv 
acknowledged  in  Kurope  that  railwav  tickets  are  not  assignable  contracts  and  the 
same  principle  should  be  rigidly  applied  to  the  passenger  business  of  all'the  rail- 
way lines  of  this  country. 


Copy  of  the   Law  to  prevent  the  handhng  of  Railway   Passenger  Tickets  by 

scalpers  In  the   Dominion   of  Canada. 


45    VICTORIA 


CIIAl\  41. 


An  Act  respecting  the  sale  of  Railway  Passenger  Tickets. 

{Assented  to  ITl/i  May,  1882.] 

Her  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Commons  of  Canada,  enacts  as  follows: 

1.  Any  railway  company  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Parliament  of  Can- 
ada or  to  which  "  The  Comolidafed  Railwan  Act,  187!),"  applies,  and  the  Minister  of 
Railways  and  Canals  as  respects  any  railway  under  the  control  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Canada,  may  app  >int,  in  any  city,  town  or  village  in  Canada,  such  person 
or  persons  as  they  or  he  may  choose,  as  airents  for  the  sale  of  passenger  tickets  to 
pa.ssengers  or  persons  desiring  to  travel  bv  the  railway  of  the  complmv  employ- 
ing such  agent,  or  by  any  (fovernment  railway,  as  the  case  may  be. 

2.  The  Minister  of  Railways  and  Canals  or  company  hereinbefore  described 
employing  any  such  agent,  shall  give  him  a  certificate  of  his  appointment,  which 


^w^ 


*^»o* 


lio 


shall  be  under  the  hand  of  the  said  :\rinister  or  the  corporat,'  seal  of  theComnanv 
appointing  him,  and  such  agent  shall  keep  the  same  framed  or  exhibited  in  some 
consi^cuous  part  of  his  ofhce  or  place  of  business  where  it  can  be  seen  and  read 
D,\  tiiose  resorting  to  the  ofhce. 

fl,A.^^''''7.f'''^'''^,"''^!l^  by  any  agent  shall  have  the  name  of  such  agent  and 
wi  u  •  '  f't^Myntten  or  stamped  plainly  upon  it.  and  anv  person  fraudu- 
lently altering,  changing  or  imitating  such  signature  or  date,  shall  be  ^niiltv  of  an 
offence  against  this  Act.  This  Act  shall  also  apply  to  the  agents  of  Ci<^n  ra1l- 
^  av  companies  doing  business  in  Canada,  who  shall  be  required,  before  issuin- 
li.  ^/T-T  ^^"'^^^^'"/  lines  to  be  duly  authorized  for  such  purpose  by  the  Minis" 
ter  ot  Railways  and  Canals,  or  company  over  whose  line  they  <lesire  to  issue 
;  '",,  ;^: '"  V'''  f -V'-t  '-'^^vP  '"^  P^-ovided  in  section  one,  and  shalfalso  be  required 
thernLv  rlim^se^'it.  '''  "'^''''''  ''  '^^^'"^^  ^^^"^  ^^^^  ^^'^^^^  company  he  or 

4.  Xothing  in  this  Act  shall  preclude  the  duly  authorized  auent  of  any  com- 
pany from  procuring  from  the  properly  authorized  agent  of  anv'other  company  a 
or  .111  ;".  %  iT'-'^^f ;  to  vyhom  he  may  have  sold  a  ticket  to  travel  over  the  line, 
oi  any  part  thereof,  for  which  he  is  the  authorized  agent,  so  as  to  enable  such 

Scumf  h'iv  tiS  '  ^'"""'^  """  •^'^"''^^^'*"  ^''^^^  ^'^^^^'^  ^'^  ^"^^>'  l^a^-e  previously 

«pll^'.?'?>.r^'^?"  whosoever,  except  those  authorized  as  above  mentioned,  shall 
nt  ^r  nct.n'"  f  "^^^^'/]P>^  ^'^^^^^^'^>^  passenger  ticket,  or  ])ass  ticket,  certificate  or 
other  mstiument,  enabling  any  person  or  persons,  or  jnirporting  to  entitle  any 
person  or  i^^rsons,  to  travel  on  any  one  railway,  or  more  than  on?  railway,  or  on 
any  i)art  of  one  railway,  or  parts  of  several  railways,  to  which  this  Act  applies  • 
and  any  person  or  persons  offending  against  this  Act  shall,  upon  summary  con- 
Mc  ion  thereof  befoiv  any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than 
to  nl^nt  io't  "%r^''  than  fifty  dollars,  in  the  discretion  of  such  justice,  and 
to  pa>  the  costs  of  the  prosecution  and  conviction,  or  to  imprisonment  for  not  less 
than  ten  days,  nor  more  than  ninety  days,  in  the  common  gaol,  or  to  both  fine 
and  imprisonment,  m  the  discretion  of  the  justice. 

iwf,;/^^^  ^•<'inplaints  regarding  the  contravention  of  this  Act  shall  be  prosecuted 
s;^  ioXn'Tn'/r^^^^^  ^''  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act  passed  in  the 

Session  held  in  the  thirty-second  aiul  thirty-third  years  of  Her  Majesty-s  reign 

VeLlTfn  "  ^'^  respecting  the  duties  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  out  hf  Sessions,  in 

relation  to  summary  convictions  and  orders:'  ;  ,    n 

s-ile'of^icko;«li".fi'''  '^''^  TJ^^^T^!]  ^«  '^^-^'-'^'^  the  appointment  of  agents  for  the 
SnHnn  o  ^^';  l^Preveut  tlio  statioii  agents  of  the  minister  or  company  at  their 
stations,  and  m  their  ticket  offices  at  such  stations,  from  sellin-  tickets  t'o  passen- 
gers about  to  enter  upon  and  travel  by  railway  from  the  said  sUition^.        ^ 

in  thP  m-o-^n'^'.'''?'V\'''"  of  any  complainant  or  witness,  taken  or  heard  under  oath 
intnepies'nceof  the  person  accused,  on  the  hearing  of  anv  complaint  for  anv 
a^^'nf'^hfli  1.1'^  f  provisions  of  this  Act  (if  the  person  charged,  orYls^-ounsd  o^ 
'A^it  rn^s  w  IP  iVvl  ;'l  ^^'?  opportunity  of  cross-examining  such  complainant  or 
,\      VI  •  ;     ^T  ^''''  *^'"^  '^  ''''  "^^t^'  "^'^y^  on  the  hearin-  of  any  appeal  from 

Pv^n  in  ^•''''  ?^'"'^'  inagistrate,  be  used  in  evidence,  provided  the  Ws.n  whose 
examination  IS  so  used  is  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  to  which  the  •  Dneal 

nXced  'ut^^'"'''^^  ^'''''r'  '''^'  ^^^  '^^^^  examination  (i  Jlldence   ms  K 
no^-  le    I'v  Vf '  ^";!,^;^^^:,^^e».^^^-ned  by  the  person  whose  examination  it  pur- 

oT  fhp  .  i  •  f  "^'J^'"''  ^H'  "^^''^  examination  to  be  read  and  taken  as  evidence 
on  tiie  hearing  of  such  appeal,  it  shall  only  be  necessary  to  produce  the  certificate 

cer    f  .•    .^r  f'/f  ^'  ^^VT'  ^^^^^'^  ^^'^^^"^  tl^«  '^'^^  trialwas  had,  under  his  Imnd 
Wm  ^     Lc^l^.^inc'^'f^tf  ^*^''*^T^  ^^^^f  ^  \'  ^^^^^*^  '''  evidence  was  taken  befbn^ 
am  ea    •   uf  rnYl    ^  ^^^  ,t^^^;.^'oniP^","t  which  forms  the  subject  matter'  of  the  said 

Seof  s  d   ibpjr^  '''''}  ^^^^^tlficate,  the  said  deposition  or  evi- 

tohtn  >,f,of  o,^;h^^?T'.•  '^^^'"  H^  ^^^^^^,  ^"^^  ^^^^^^^-^^^  ^«  evidence,  without 
lui uKi  i)iooj,  on  the  trial  of  any  such  appeal. 

railwav'co.nnInv''T.['-   ^^^|^^^;;yS  as  regards  any  Government  raihvav  and  everv 

\y   [rl^'n^^^^^^^^^  ''^^^'^'  Parliament  of  Canada,  or  to 

olrthecos^rh^"^^^^^^^  ^1^^.1879  "  applies,  shall  repay  to  anv  ticket 

n  JiQLi  ine  cost  of  his  ticket  if  unused  in  whole  or  in  part,  less  the  ordinarv  and 
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regular  fare  for  the  distance  for  which  such  ticket  lias  been  nsed  •  and  sncli 
repayment  shall  be  made  at  any  station  or  office  of  the  railway  or  company 
between  and  including  the  points  coyered  by  the  ticket;  and  the  sale  bv  any 
person  of  the  unused  portion  of  any  ticket  otherwise  than  by  the  presentation 
of  the  same  for  rcilemption  as  i)royidcd  for  in  this  section,  shall  l)e  deemed  to  be 
a  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  and  shall  be  punished  as  hereinbefore 
provided  :  Provided,  always,  that  the  claim  for  such  redemption  be  made  within 
thirty  days  from  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  the  ticket  was  issued  in 
accordance  with  the  conditions  thereon. 

10  Passengers  presenting  single  journey  tickets  upon  the  trains  within  the 
time  for  vvhich  the  conditions  i)rinted  upon  them,  and  tlie  date  show  such  tickets 
to  be  good  for  use,  may  apply  to  the  conductor  of  such  train  to  have  the  priyilc'e 
of  stopping  over  granted,  and  the  time  for  which  the  ticket  is  valid  extended 
whicli  shall  be  conceded  on  tickets  purchased  at  railway  ticket  offices  in  Canada' 
from  one  place  m  Canada  to  another,  or  from  a  place  iir  (  anada  to  a  i.lace  in  the 
United  btates;  but  no  railway  company  shall  be  required  to  extend  the  time 
more  than  two  days  for  every  fifty  miles  of  distance  to  be  traveled  in  Canada. 

11.   This  Act  shall  come  into  force  and  take  effect  on  and  from  the  first  dav  of 
July  next. 
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Six  Reasons  Why  Reputable  Business  Men  Should  not   Buy  Railroad  Tickets 

of  Scalpers. 
1.— It  aids  the  scalpers  to  violate  the  Inter-State  Commerce  T.aw. 
businTs^J.  '■'  ''"'''"''^  ^"^^'"^  '^''''^^^  '"  ^^'^^  '^  encourages  an  illegal  and  demoralizing 
sylva"^a.  ''''''^^'^''^^^  ^  violation  of  a  criminal  law  in  Illinois,  Indiana  and  Penn- 

than  Ulm'^wonkl^^n  H  ^^      "'f  '^°"^^^  ''^  "^-T  ^''y  ''''^'''^^  t^^kets  of  scalpers 
or  stoW^^^  ^^""^'"^  ^^"«^^^^«  ^^-^th  a  bank  that  handled  counterfeit 

f >.  .f~^  T??''''  carriers  having  their  rates  fixed  bv  law,  have  a  ri-ht  to  exnect 

leillT^^^^^^^  ''''^  ^''''^''^  their' railroad  tlckA'  <^-' the 

legaii}  authorized  agents  of  such  common  carriers. 

filed  wulrtlWuirs/^'/^?-''^  ^^'^  '^'\'P^'^'  .^'?  P^^^ted  in  plain  type,  posted  and 
II  n.  ^^^^t^^e  Inter-State  Commerce  (Vimmission,  in  accordance  wi  h  law  and  it 
IS  as  unfair  and  should  be  as  illegal  for  passengers  to  make  use  of  dev  ces  to  cir 
cumvent  the  law  as  it  would  be  for  the  railroads  to  do  so 


REDEMPTION  OF  RAILROAD  TICKETS  BY  RAILROAD  COMPANIES. 

f^nil^f^'^'^'^T^^rl'-'^';'''  the  impression  that  railroad  companies  will  not  redeem 

inon  the^^bnt"^  V-^'^^^^  "^ -«^^  faith  by  persons  intending  to  tmye 

upon  them  but  ^yhlch,  for  some  reason,  they  have  not  been  able  to  Ti^^e  This 
mipression  is  entirely  erroneous,  as  will  be  proven  bv  aSl  upon  the  (ieneral 
Umted  sf  ft"'  1^^  ^"?  ''^^l^'^^^^'  ''''^'''''^-  Ti^'ket  scalpers  in  various  parts  oft  he 
L  tre  e^^  ll^^^^^^^  from  time  to  time  made  the  pretense  that  the  railroads  would 
not  redeem  ticke  s,  and  hence  their  claim  that  their  business  of  purchasing  rail- 

Know.     General  Ticket  Agents  mall  parts  <jf  the  Uuited  States  are  nrenii'ed  to 
promptl3'  redeem  parts  of  tickets  which  the  original  pu  clu  sers    resen^for  th  it 
pnrpose  the  law  in  three  great  States  of  the  Union  irovidn'exTSw 
redemption  of  tickets  m  practically  the  followinu-  langnaje^  ^  explicitly  foi  the 

public  mnlvL.cpVl'y  ""^  ^^^  owner  or  owners  of  railroad,  steamboat  and  other 
C,  ons  of  .^nrticl'p  .  ^T\''^f  ^'''.^^  redemption  of  the  whole  or  anv  parts  or 
reason  has  not  ,sil  n  '  i  ''^'''^^5  ^^?^^''  "^^'>'  ^'''^^  ^^^^^'  ^^  ^he  purchaser  for  any 
[ft  r!v  1  ^^^^  ^^  '^^^'^  ^'^^  ^'"^"■e  to  use,  at  a  rate  which  shall  be  e.mal  to 

beu^ir^^^^^^^^  f  f -f  ?f  '''''''  ''\''''  -  -^^  ^i^^ket  aiKl  the  coit  of"' tick  ? 

The^e  is  ,^3nf  ^1      l''^'  the  proi»ortion  of  said  ticket  was  actually  used." 

that  the  mill  c  do  not*  '  '"  f  demption  of  unused  portions  of  railroad  tickets 
iceivrfrrm  the  r.  rn.f  """^  ^"^  ^-^''^  discovered,  and  that  is  that  thev  would 
heirtickets%   an^t^   l^^^^^^^^  a  very  much  larger  proportion  of  cash  for 

ruleof  fhfriilrondiSn    /  ^"^.^^^^^^y, ^^^'^'^^istances,  get  from  the  scalper:  the 

onli  ?i,l     railroads  being  to  refund  to  the  passenger  the  difierence  between  the 

Tf    h'/'^tsln^e^tf  tt"  ^^^^^'^  ^^^-  the  original  starthfrpoU 

VI  me  passengei   to  the  point  where  the  service  of  the  railro-id  (MKLuf     Fnr 
examj.le,  a  passenger  purchases  a  ticket   from  New  York  to  Kan^s  City  yK 
^?SVS^^^l:[f!t^^-'J^  T  --h^?^  Chicago  he^ds'tharbusi^ss  v^il 
us2  the  port  rofh^^^^^  to  ^ew\ork   consequently  he  will  not  be  able  to 

mi.dittivM.  M.v  ^'^ticket  reading  from  C^hicago  to  Kansas  City.  The  scalper 
S  ir\  n  .  rlLV  -''h  ^^f  ^T""  ^^  ^^  ^''  ^^^  the  ticket,  owing  to  the  state  of  he 
co^^an V,  p^^^^^^^^^^  it  but  should  he  c^ll  upon  the  railroad 

Asthpfn.oi?       ;•         /^^-  *^t  '^"^^  explain  his  position,  he  would  receive  sn  7.-, 

run  the  risk  of  sell  mfu^^^^  to  pay  $11., o  for  such  a  ticket,  as  he  would  have  to 
margin!  t  KTefore  ^^^dd  h^^t^nf'^f  ''"f^  i''""'/"  "^^^^^  ^  P^^^^^  "^^^^^  ^t.  The 
The  ra  Iroad  commnv  on  f]  r  f  ""'^  ^'  1''?  ^'^  ^'^-^  ^''^  ^^^'^  ^"^^^""t  for  it. 
ticket  ac^irnmw?'  ^^i^  ^^^^"^  h^"^'  h'^^'"^^'  ^^o  intention  of  sellim:  the 
re^larSr  tlfr^  ^^  take  more  from  the  passenger  than  their 

regular  tarilt  rate  for  the  distance  traveled,  would  lose  nothing  by  refunding  him 
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mLraTAvonH  T  ^^'^  ''^^'Z  ¥"u^  '^'^l^'^  -'^^"  ^  f"^"^^'  f^^"^  the  fact  that  the 
inHrPlf  f.i     w^  T   ^^    the  railroad  company  intended  to  do  what  was 

D?e mis^s  Thpr  rn^"';?""^  1 '!  "^^^  ^^  ^^"^^^  reasonably  ask  them  to  do  in  the 
wXthennh  i?  T>  '-^f  '^•^^'"'  ^^  •}}'^  '^^'^^^^^  ^^^onld  have  no  further  weight 
rornint  nnd  ori.  •  ?''  ^>"^»."e^^  ^^  i  l^gal,  demoralizing,  leading  to  all  manne?  of 
fhVnl^i  criminal  practices,  and  should    be  discountenanced   by  all  right- 

imnKing  men.  "^  " 

no  JmfJIuZT-^  ^^  ^T^-^  "''■''  f?'?"^  t^'^  ticket  scalpers  of  the  United  States 
^rP  not  111  1^  -  '  ^^^  ?  business  which  from  its  nature  attracts  so  man  v  men  who 
such  f  corrnntinc'^ln^^  ""  ''''''''  ^^^^^'^P^table  and  dishonest  practices,  and  has 
nnf}JZT^'^  infiuence  upon  many  persons  outside  of  its  own  limits,  should 
frater^   tv       "'''^^      ^    '''''^'^   ^^'^"^'"    "^^"'    ^^^^side    or   inside    the  'railway 


OVER    SIX    THOUSAND    FORGERIES. 

swoTn^P^.?in?^l?  'f^  travelers  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States  is  called  to  the 
s^orn  testimony  of  a  Chicago  ticket  scalper  quoted  in  another  portion  of  this 
01  n  nnes  in%tftf  '^"'  '^'^'i  ^^l^er  Chicago  ticket  scalpers  had  changed  the  dates 
b  i.TneTs  ,?tir.t/  'f  "'^  railway  tickets  thus  perpetrating,  in  the  course  of  their 
!  n  1  f  1  '^"  ticket  scalpers,  SIX  th..usand  forgeries  ;  this  ticket  scalper  at  the  same 
time  admitting  that  he  had  personally  changed  hundreds  of  such  tickets 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  CHICAGO  PRESS  REGARDING  THE  RECENT 

INVESTIGATION  OF  THE  SCALPERS  AT  CHICAGO  BY 

THE  INTER-STATE  COMMERCE  COMMISSION. 


Chicago  "Tribune."  December  i  i,  i888. 

"THE  IXTEK-STATE  COMMISSIONERS  INVESTIGATE. 

"T.iEv  Find  that  the  Business  of  the  Scalpers  is  Illegal,  and  Hold  the  Roads 

Responsible  for  a   \'iolation  of  the  Law  — The  PpvACTice  of 

Pavinc;  Commissions  Must  be  Stopped. 

+1  '1  Fi^^-  I'i'^^tice  of  doing  their  through  ])usiness  through  scalpers,  who  admitted 
that  their  luisiness  is  carried  on  in  violation  of  the  law,  will  have  to  be  stopped 
and  the  method  of  paying  commissions  for  the  sale  of  tickets  either  to  the  scalpers 
or  coupon  ticket  agents  will  also  have  to  come  to  an  end,  as  these  commissions 
can  be  used  f^r  the  purpose  of  cutting  rates  and  discriminating  against  retnilar 
passengers  It  is  intimated  that  the  Commissioners  will  render  a  decision'that 
these  practices  are  contrary  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  law,  and  that  whatever 
rates  are  made  over  any  road  by  the  scalpers,  or  other  parties,  must  be  made  at 
the  regular  ticket  othces  of  those  roads,  and  intermediate  rates  must  be  made  to 
themseP  -  '^  through  rates,  whether  made  by  the  scalpers  or  the  railroads 

Chicago  "Tribune,"  December  12,  1888. 

"The  scalpers  must  go.    The  Inter-State  Commissioners  have  a  word  to  say 
1  tie  practice  of  selling  to  brokers  at  reduced  rates  defined  as  illegal." 

"  Railway  Age,"  December  8,  1888. 

"  TICKET  SCALPING  DOOMED. 

''The  position  in  regard  to  the  injuriousness  and  illegality  of  the  business  of 
ticket  scalpmg,  or  brokerage,  as  it  is  more  euphoniouslv  called,  which  has  alwavs 
been  taken  by  this  journal,  and  esi)ecially  in  recent  editorials  and  communications 
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has  received  a  formidable  reinforcement  from  the  Inter-State  Commerce  Commis- 
sioners In  his  address  to  railway  officers  in  Chicago  this  week,  Judge  Coolev 
devoted  his  attentKm  largely  to  the  abuses  and  demoralization  which  -row  out  oY 
the  existence  of  ticket  scalping  offices,  and  characterized  the  issue  of  tickets  to 
scalpers  as  illegal,  demoralizing,  injurious  and  discriminating.  We  published 
last  weelv,  the  Illinois  statute,  which  makes  the  sale  of  railway  tickets  bv  anv 
others  than  the  regular  authorizc<l  agents  of  railways,  illegal  and  punishable  bV 
hue  and  imprisonment.  Any  railway  company  can  proceed  against  the  scalpers 
under  this  law  and  cause  their  suppression,  and  this,  there  is  now  good  reason  to 
believe,  will  soon  be  done.  Similar  laws  are  in  existence  in  Indiana  and  Penn- 
sylvania and  should  be  enacted  in  every  state,  while  congress,  which  is  so  readv 
to  legislate  against  the  railways,  should  not  longer  refuse  to  pass  laws  for  thefr 
Sie    ubHc''       '  mercenary  individuals  whose  avocation  is  a  constant  injury  to 

Chicago  "Herald,"  December  13,   1888. 

"  WAR  UPON  TICKET  SCALPERS. 

"Consternation  Among  Clark  Street  Sellers  on  Account  of  Judcje  Cooley's 

Decision— .AIanv  of  Them  Think  They  Can  Evade  the  Law. 

^  "Owing  to  the  action  of  Judge  Cooley,  of  the  Inter-State  Commerce  Commis- 
sion, in  attempting  to  put  a  stop  to  the  discriminati.  .n  in  passenger  ticket  sellincr  in 
Chicago,  there  was,  al  day  yesterday,  a  general  commotion  ainong  C^ark  street 
scalpers.  It  is  p  am  that  the  decree  of  the  Commission  will  interfere  with  at  least 
one  branch  of  the  brokers^ business.  Passenger  agents  assert  that  if  Jud^e 
Cooley  s  decision  is  enforced  it  will  take  away  nine-tenths  of  the  business  <.f  the 
brokers  and  have  the  effect  of  practicallv  breaking  up  the  business 

"  Judge  Cooley's  decision  gives  i)r.  .mineiice  once  more  to  the  business  of  ticket 
broking  and  has  caused  the  Hera/d  to  make  some  in.iniries  as  t.>  the  business 
here  in  Chicago  1  he  reporter  found  the  brokers  and  scali)ers  in  a  ferment  no? 
only  over  the  action  of  the  commission,  but  on  account  of  recent  distur])ances  in 
their  own  organization.  In  short  they  are  in  a  quarrel  among  themselves  over 
the  spoils,  and  have  decided  to  si)lit  u}>  and  fight  each  other.  S(T  far  as  their  local 
organization  goes.  The  result  is  that  the  uniform  minimum  rate  no  l.aK'er 
obtains,  and  the  wide-awake  ticket  broker's  customers  can  now  o],tain  "  bottr3m 
rock  'rates.  Of  course,  he  railroad  ticket  and  scalping  business  is  of  immense 
importance.  Like  a  good  many  other  ente.Trises  out  of  joint  with  existin-  laws 
It  has  grown  hnancially  strong  a])parently  on  that  account.  The  Chica<'o  ?nd  of 
the  business  has  grown  with  equal  proportion  to  the  development  of  general  rail- 
road business.unti  the  money  exchanged  over  the  scalpiig  counters  annua  Iv 
reaches  far  up  into  the  millions.  aaiiuaii\ 

■There  are  about  three  hundred  ticket  brokers,  rebaters  and  scalpers  in  the 


:  V.       " ^,..cv.c..^vv.^.  xiv^i^ci,  jMuiveis  ."Lssociaiion.    in  (  iiicatro  these  two 

associations  have  each  a  pretty  strong  foothold,  the  first  bv  thirtt^en  concerns 
including  the  heaviest  engaged  in  the  business,  the  last  bV  five  concerns  some 
of  them,  however,  decidedlv  weak.  -      >«  t^umeins,  bome 

"In  the  face  of  these  facts  Judge  Cooley's  decision  is  most  timelv  Imt  the 
brokers  themselves  think  less  of  its  importance  than  the  railwav  officials' do  Mr 
Franks  thought  it  would  be  hard  on  some  brokers,  Imt  theie  was  kmnNW 
smile  on  his  face  that  told  plainly  that  he  expected  to  obtain  tickets  in  the  f  1  uri 
as  in  the  past  although  he  <leclared  he  would  obev  the  law.  Mr  N  e  o f  \  e  ^ 
Osterman,  of  he  American  Association,  talked  lightlv  of  the  decision  He  said 
t^ha  respectable  brokers  did  not  buy  tickets  of  railwav  companies  md  th-ftThP 
^:^:^'  would  not  affect  them,  but'the  contrary  is  kno^nT  S'  t^ue  In'many 

Chicago  "Tribune,"  December  14,  1888. 
"ROUGH  OX  THE  TICKET  BROKERS. 

Tnfpr^SJ^f  ""n  "'^  scalpers  are  trying  to  create  the  impression  that  the  action  of  the 
Inter-State  Commission  is  against  the  interest  of  the  public.     There  is  no  truth  in 
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The  railways  of  the  United  States  owe  it  to  themselves  and  to  the  public 
to  wipe  the  foul  blot  of  ticket  scalping  from  the  escutcheon  of  railway 
management.     WILL  THEY  DO   IT? 
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